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MIT announces fall semester
to be held in Minecraft

Lectures will be held in conjunction with Zoom calls

By Ender Man

RESIDENT TELEREPORTER

The fall semester “will be held
remotely,” President L. Rafael Reif
announced in an email to the MIT
community yesterday. To emulate
the “experience of being on cam-
pus,” MIT plans to use the Mine-

craft replica, a project that began
on the BusyBeavers Discord and
has since been hosted by the Stu-
dent Information Processing Board
(SIPB).

“We are very proud of the Mine-
craft campus and believe it demon-
strates MIT’s collaborative spirit. We
would therefore like to utilize it in

SOME FUCKING FULL METAL ALCHEMIST SHIT
The Trek deeply regrets how consistently Jeffrey Epstein reappears
in campus disasters.

26-100 to be obliterated

Class of 2024 destined to stay virgins until graduation

By 10-250

The beloved 26-100 will be oblit-
erated by an asteroid the night of the
next full moon. A memorial cere-
mony will be held via Zoom concur-
rently with 2020 Commencement.

“Every single one of our Course
12 undergraduates, all three of them,
is researching ways to stop the aster-
oid in their underpaid UROPs,” EAPS

professor emerita Sybill Trelawney
PhD '88 told The Trek. “But like the
power of big oil, it cannot be stopped”

A CSAIL lab that shall not be
named is using “advanced” machine
learning and drone technology to de-
termine the origins of the asteroid.
“Don’t tell anyone, but we think it has
something to do with the Media Lab,’
said a researcher who asked The Trek
to call them Anonymous Comp 2.

fullin the face of uncertainty that the
pandemic poses,” Reif wrote.

Reif emphasized “the impor-
tance of reducing the potential for
COVID-19 spread” and mentioned
plans to implement Zoom teaching
within Minecraft. All instructional
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MIT open to accepting gifts
from Jetirey Epstein again

Since he didn’t kill himself and, ya know, these are hard times

By Donor Lover

After apologizing for accept-
ing over $800,000 in anonymous
gifts from Jeffrey Epstein, MIT an-
nounced Tuesday its willingness to
accept donations once again from
the accused sex offender.

“The budget’s really tight in
the ongoing pandemic,” Execu-
tive Vice President and Treasurer
Michael Burry PhD 88 wrote in a
recent email to faculty. “We would
of course prefer our donations not
to come from alleged sex offend-
ers, but if these last few weeks have
shown us anything at all, it’s that you
don’t always get what you want. Just
to be clear though, we do want the
$800,000. And since he didn’t kill
himself, who are we to refuse?”

Several students have expressed
their sorrow for the impending
doom of a room that was as es-
sential to their MIT experiences as
resorting to Stratton Student Cen-
ter boba, swiping a free HackMIT
sweatshirt without actually par-
ticipating in any of that coding shit,
and almost getting hit by a bus on
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Recent budget cuts have raised
concerns about lab funding across
the Institute, threatening the job se-
curity of faculty, graduate students,
and UROPs alike.

“A massive, anonymous sum of
money from morally questionable
sources would be great right about
now,” Course 3 postdoc Brooke Asfuq
told The Trek through Facebook Mes-
senger. “Absurdly large and seeming-
ly sourceless contributions would do
wonders to keep our lab afloat.”

“We know this will upset many,
and we really sympathize with that,”
Burry wrote. “We're pleased to an-
nounce that a recent donation from
a generous and anonymous bene-
factor has enabled the hiring of three
new Student Support Services coun-
selors. Well-placed allocations of

IN SORT

Counting sort works in O(n) for
small constant-bounded inputs.

Use radix sort with polynomi-
ally-bounded input for an O(n)
run time.

Heapsort guarantees in-place
sorting in O(n log n).

Divide and
merge sort,

conquer with
a stable go-to

The Tech runs for UA takeover, endorses itself

Chairman claims not a result of endorsed candidate losing election

By Horsin A. Round

The Tech publicly announced
Monday that it would be running to
take over the UA entirely. The Chair-
man of The Tech Not A. Lion 21
denied that the takeover stemmed
from the election of Dandy Feath-
ers ‘22 and Yuuge Hen 22 to the
positions of UA president and vice
president, respectively.

“Our goal of a UA takeover stems
solely from our belief that we know
more about how to run things than
anyone else. We have #nosalt that
our endorsed ticket did not win.
Furthermore, the 38% voter turnout

rate in UA elections shows that stu-
dents do not feel passionate about
any of their current options,” Lion
wrote in an email to The Trek.

In an editorial published
Wednesday, The Tech’s Edito-
rial Board wrote, “The Tech has the
strongest understanding of institu-
tional knowledge of any organiza-
tion on campus, given that it has
been documenting such history
since 1881

“Additionally,” the editorial con-
tinued, “The Tech has continuously
improved administrative transpar-
ency by copy-pasting administra-
tors’ emails to the MIT community

into its articles, in the same way that
cows best digest when their food is
regurgitated and consumed again
and again.

In response, students angrily
posted in the “MIT Confessions but
it's MIT people” Facebook group.
Post #3069 stated, “The Tech has of-
ficially become Fox News. I don't
even watch Fox News, but it must be
like Fox News because it's dumb and
corrupt. We officially need a new
newspaper on campus, like how we
can now rely on Chapo Trap House
instead of Fox News.”

Throughout the week, The Tech
has campaigned in Minecraft and

Animal Crossing, following the
lead of former presidential can-
didate Tom Steyer’s organization
NextGen America.

The Tech is expected to moderate
a debate between itself and the UA
this upcoming Saturday. In order to
maintain the right to free speech,
there will be no audience questions
allowed, Lion wrote.

Feathers and Hen described
the initiative as “a complete sham,”
“wasteful,” and “a disgrace to cam-
pus democracy,” in an interview
with The Trek. They declined to
state if they would accept the de-
bate invitation.

these financial gifts massively help
in pulling off our most questionable
relationships.”

According to Institute finance
experts, MIT’s healthy new relation-
ships with wealthy convicted fel-
ons could completely alleviate the
fiscal impact of COVID-19. In fact,
The Trek received a tip that Jordan
Belfort is considering a $20 million
donation to Sloan Business School,
a move that would further sink him
into irreparable debt.

“We actually don’t even need the
undergraduates’ tuition anymore,
according to our projections,” pro-
fessor of economics Steven Mnuchin
posited. “We expect to accept stu-
dents back for a virtual fall semester,
but as a financial asset they’re more
like pennies in a gold mine.”

comparison sort with an O(n
log n) run time.

If you can quickly find the max,
use selection sort for O(n?).

Use worst-case O(n2) inser-
tion sort if your array is almost
sorted.

Send your three double-sided
cheat sheets for the 6.006 final
and love letters to your recita-
tion TA to theaver@mit.edu.

The Trek also reached out to stu-
dents through Zoom calls.

“I literally give zero shits about
this election or anything of this sort.
I just want to stop receiving so many
unnecessary emails,” Hare E. Bot-
toms '21 said.

Prefrosh Tye Nee Peacock said,
“I'm more confused than anything.
I committed to MIT solely because I
thought I could enter a bubble that
avoided politics of any sort. Now I
feel like my whole life has been a lie””

The Pranav Krishna for Attorney
General campaign did not respond
to The Trek’s request for comment as
of press time.

BINGE NETFLIX

All those shows that
we told you were bad?
Watch them anyways.
HULU, p. 00

PLAY ANIMAL CROSSING

Go join those Hong Kong protesters
who got Animal Crossing banned in
China. PROTEST, p. 1989

BAKE BREAD
Panic buy some yeast. UTI, p. <3

WATCH BON Z0OM W/ FRIENDS TO-DO LIST
APPETIT Because now that Stay Home. ....... 3

-, . Quarantine. . .. ... 4
Be thankful they're 't's not re.c,lUIred for Social Distance . . .5
all doing okay. classes, it's the newest Self Isolate ... ... 6
#IWDFCFTBATK, social media. :CLAPZ, Tik Tok Dances . . .8
b. NYC p. 943-8753-4184
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WEATHER

Somebody once told me the world is
gonna end soon. [ ain’t too ready to pack
up my dorm. The world is kind of dying
with snow in early May. Do we really need
a polar vortex now? Well the pain starts
coming and it don’t stop coming. Arbery
got shot when he hit the ground running.

The pain starts coming and it y
don’t stop coming

By Arizona Standard Time

TIME ZONES DON'T APPLY TO ME

Didn’t make sense that he died so young.
New York gets sick but no one gets help.
Nothing to do, nothing to see. So what'’s
wrong with sleeping all day now? You'll
never know if fall is on campus, you'll
never get to fix your GPA now. Hey now,
COVID-19, please have mercy, we're
dead. Hey now, murder hornets, take off
our bees’ heads. As if we needed more
shit. If only MIT could save the world.

o

May? Already?

A collection of diary entries
Today: Time has been passing abstractly for weeks now. What month is it?

Tonight: There will be apocalyptic weather along the East Coast.
Tomorrow: This is what that one MIT Alert was referencing. You probably
missed it between all the other alerts.
Saturday: They were never going to shut the state borders, but everyone on
campus will be alternating between extreme cold and literally being on
fire. MIT did not have enough blankets for everyone.
Sunday: Really wish | weren’t part of a historic event.
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Origami expert Mason Bu to leave MIT due to Minecraft controversy

Minecraft, from Page 1

faculty will undergo training to pre-
pare for this novel format during
the summer.

According to Reif’s preliminary
plans, Zoom streams will be pro-
jected onto the blackboards of the
Minecraft classroom. Instructors
whose Wi-Fi cannot handle the
load have been advised to write on
the blackboards using Minecraft
signs.

Students will still be able to par-
ticipate in real time via Minecraft’s
chat feature or by speaking in the
Zoom room. In order to increase
overall morale, students will be al-

lowed to bring their Minecraft pets
to lecture, a footnote mentions.

To reduce potential lag, telepor-
tation commands will be disabled.
The Tech Shuttle will continue to
operate to ensure students have an
efficient mode of transportation on
the server. The plans also include
blueprints for a redstone-powered
transportation system.

“lI thought the proposal was
wack. I can’t believe they actu-
ally decided to go through with it
former OrigaMIT overlord Mason
Bu '05 said in an interview with The
Trek. “This was the last straw for me.
It was great teaching at MIT, but I've
accepted an offer where they have

MIT administration
tears down Senior Haus
on Minecratft server

Hammering the final nail in the

Haus's coffin
By A Sport Death Quaranteen

Since undergraduates moved
off campus, students have repli-
cated the MIT campus on a Mine-
craft server, slowly building the
various dorms and classrooms. Se-
nior Haus’s blocks started to vanish
Sunday. Most students thought this
was due to younger students and
prefrosh who mistakenly removed
blocks. Keen-eyed users quickly
repaired the deficiencies in the

building.
An MIT student with the user-
name LoveMonkey69 reported

discovering the user farmheart88
dropping a block of lava near Se-
nior Haus that consumed half of
the building 9:34 p.m. Monday.
LoveMonkey69 posted a link to the
screenshot on the MIT Confessions
Facebook page.

A number of students began
to badger farmheart88 and their
accomplice, the user raftyreif007.
Both were spotted fleeing the scene
before logging off the server. Users

quickly discerned the presence of
MIT administrators.

A protest began among the stu-
dent body near Minecraft Senior
Haus Tuesday morning. Students
logged onto Minecraft to ensure
that no further blocks would be re-
moved, maintaining a 24 hour rota-
tion, taking advantage of students
living in different time zones.

To maintain social distancing
measures, all student users kept
their protest ongoing while remain-
ing six block-lengths apart. When
raftyreif007 logged back in Tuesday
at 11:57 a.m., some students armed
their Minecraft characters with bows
and arrows to defend their dormito-
ry, chasing raffyreif007 off campus.

On Tuesday afternoon, xXx-
poolchan-xXx and several other
seniors used red blocks to write out
“We can’t graduate but we can save
Senior Haus” on the grass of Killian
Court. Another student placed a
hack on the Great Dome, build-
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more reasonable expectations for
their instructors.”

Students are skeptical of the
feasibility of this decision. Many
are disheartened by this news.
Student protestors took to the MIT
Minecraft server and left signs
declaring, “ok, boomer,’ calling
into question MIT administra-
tors’ understanding of Minecraft
mechanics.

“I can’t think of a way they'd
convincingly implement Zoom
streaming into Minecraft, SIPB
President XAEA-12 Usk '20 wrote in
an email to The Trek. “I was quite
shocked to see the email from Reif,
too. They had floated the idea by us,

but I didn’t think admin were seri-
ously considering this”

“This feels like another unilater-
al decision made without commu-
nity input. Even the instructors are
rioting,” Chad Layman "21 said in an
interview with The Trek.

“T was really banking on an in-
person fall,” Jane Doe "22 wrote in
an email to The Trek. “I miss my
friends so much. Seeing their pix-
elated visages isn’t going to reme-
diate that.”

“I think the important question
is: will T be able to hunt for that
diamond though?” Jack Daniels '21
asked in an email to Reif forwarded
to The Trek.

“Minecraft pizza just doesn’t
compare to free pizza from Stata or
on-campus recruiting events,” Liza
Pover '23 emailed The Trek. “Reif’s
decision definitely does not maxi-
mize tastiness.”

Members of the MIT commu-
nity that do not have a Minecraft
account will be provided one after
they submit a request to minecraft.
mit.edu/zoomception.

General community resources
for handling this decision can be
found at minecraft.mit.edu/deal-
withit. There have been reports
that the feedback form on the
page does not work and will not be
fixed.

MIT students to return to
campus in time for final exams

Senior Week and in-person commencement are still canceled

By Alert

An MIT Alert Monday night
notified students that the Insti-
tute will reopen just in time for
final exams. In an email to all@
mit.edu that was delivered any-
where from 20 minutes to four

hours after it was sent, President
L. Rafael Reif announced his ex-
citement that his 20% salary cut
will be funding the return of “the
people.”

MIT News released a photo
Wednesday of Johnson Track al-
ready set up for the exam period.

The facility has been transformed
into a fully-licensed 75-bed care
center and is staffed by MIT Med-
ical staff — a change that students
had been clamoring against for
years.

Finals, Page 8
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All patients at Johnson Track are assumed to have COVID-19 due to heavy breathing upon entry.

Stud Subway returns to its natural habitat

‘We are the virus’

By Yeet Fresh

STUD RAT

Just as quickly as it vanished
last year, the beloved footlong
vendor has reappeared in its
natural corner habitat opposite
Shinkansen Bullet Train on the
second floor of the Stratton Stu-
dent Center. Eyewitness Fro'yo

MaSheen '22 said in a six-sand-
wich-lengths-apart interview with
The Trek that they were “on my
daily government-sanctioned walk
when I spotted the Subway grazing
on the sidewalk outside Verde'’s
before it entered the student cen-
ter. Through the front windows, I
watched it climb up the stairs and
return home.”

Stud Subway, which closed
“abruptly due to issues between
Subway’s parent company and the
franchisee that ran the W20 loca-
tion,” according to MIT Dining,
was a popular fixture for students
to grab a healthy, albeit yoga-mat-
textured, bite between classes.

“There was something special
about Stud Subway. Having only one

choice of bread and cheese really
made it easier for me to order quickly
and get to class on time. I think cor-
porate caught on to this ingenu-
ity, but they’re resistant to change,
and that’s why Stud Subway disap-
peared,” Conspira C. Theorey '21 said
in a Zoom call with The Trek.

A more widely accepted scien-
tific explanation for Stud Subway’s

presumed extinction is human dis-
turbances to its environment.

With the recent drop in students
frequenting the student center, it is
no wonder that nature is healing. Be-
yond Subway, students are report-
ing other signs of restoration in and
around the brutalist masterpiece.

Stud, Page 8
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Top ten MIT Alerts about COVID-19, ranked

Receiving all these texts made me feel like the popular girl in high school

By iPhone 11
VIBRATOR

Before March, I had only ever received
MIT Advisory Alerts about MIT Police’s
phone outages. But when we started getting
information about the COVID-19 situation
through MIT Alert, it quickly became the
single most important, terrifying, and an-
noying notification in my life. Here I pres-
ent these alerts, ranked by how nauseous I
felt after reading them:

1. “Friday classes cancelled & under-

graduate move-out by Sunday”

First place goes to the one that started
all the rumors: Boston was going into lock-
down Monday, California wasn’t going to
be letting anyone fly in over the weekend,
MIT had found its first positive case and
needed everyone gone. Very, very sly, using
the element of surprise to their advantage. I
couldn’t have done it better myself.

2. “MIT’s first positive COVID-19 case;

Commencement moves online;
campus access update”

This one gets second place just because
it caused so much grief. With graduation
now being held on Zoom, Minecraft, and,
hell, even Roblox from elementary schools
to universities nationwide, people have
quieted down at this point. But when we
got this alert, the absolute despair was
palpable.

3. “Time-sensitive on-campus research

and HR news”

This might be the most concise sentence
that says absolutely nothing I've ever seen.
Extra brownie points for the two hyphen-
ated words in a row.

4. “Managing campus access; tips for
supporting students; CAPD resourc-
es; EHS FAQ; VPF updates”

I still can’t get over how many acro-
nyms are in here. Yes, we are MIT, and we
use acronyms, and we will bombard our
students with them while they’re running
around like beheaded chickens packing
up their lives.

5. “Latest impacts on MIT Medical,

research, dining, bldg closures,

academic regs; housing exceptions
information”

The contractions make this one fun.
Balding closures? Blinding closures? Aca-
demic regattas? Academic wreckages?
Please enunciate better; you're a grown
university.

6. “New funds aid response; welcome

to remote learning; virtual support;
RAS FAQs; data on MIT diagnoses”

This update was so unhelpful. Like, why?

7. “Online conduct; continuity guid-
ance, DAPER facilities; on-campus
employees; virtual career fair”

Yes! The first thing I worried about as we
were getting kicked off campus was wheth-
er or notI could still go to Career Fair. Thank
you for assuring me of the virtual opportu-
nity to steal companies’ t-shirts and laptop
stickers.

8. “Updates on student financial aid,
student life, grad housing, Atlas Cen-
ter, plus a how-to guide”

I was so disappointed with this alert. It

starts so strong, with a topic people care

about, then quickly disintegrates into ir-
relevant text and descends into utter non-
sense. The fuck is a how-to guide?

9. “Graduate housing changes; PPE
donations, ISchO update and FAQ;
MITFCU impacts”

Who... gives a fuck? Important, maybe.
Interesting, not in the least. Also, the acro-
nyms are back.

10. “Updated guidance on meetings;
FAQ for employees; MIT-wide Slack
Enterprise Grid”

Everyone who uses Slack is already
on Slack, and everyone who doesn’t isn’t
going to start now. The wrath of custom
emojis should not be released upon those
already disoriented by Zoom. This alert is
completely tone-deaf to the technologi-
cally challenged, and thus has earned last
place.

That's it. Hopefully we won’t be getting
more anytime soon. Signing up for MIT
Alert is strongly advertised during Orienta-
tion, so I place all blame on my OL. Yeah,
I'm looking at you, Karen.
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WOULD YOUR FAMILY
STILL LOVE YOU IF
YOU WERE A WORM?

Try turning into a worme.

turninganewleaf@mit.edu
for more info.
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OrINION

Education Hoe
Distance Mentoring FTW '21

Krispy Kreme Manager
Sk8er Gurl '23

Zoom Enterprises
What security? '21

Jigsaw Puzzle Connoisseur
2000 pieces or bust 21

Hungarian Culture Enthusiast
Hide the Pain Harold '20

MEME STAFF

Meme Editors: Stonks '23, Not Stonks '23;
Associate Meme Editor: Big Brain '22;
Meme Staff: Tuxedo Pooh G, Inigo
Montoya '20, Simp ’'22, Baby Yoda 22,
Doge 22, Condescending Wonka 23,
E.D.KH. ’23; Meteorologist: Pointing
Spiderman '21.

INTERNATIONAL TIME ZONES

Americas: Pacific Standard Time '22,
Eastern Standard Time ’22, Arizona
Standard Time ’22, Hawaii Standard
Time '23; Asia: Indochina Time '23; Europe:
Coordinated Universal Time G, Azerbaijan
Time ’'22, Central European Standard
Time "22, Turkey Time '23, British Summer
Time 23, Western Greenland Time ’'23,
Irish Standard Time '23, Moscow Standard
Time ’23, Eastern European Standard
Time ’23; Misc: Whiskey Time Zone 20,
Phoenix Island Time ’'21, Srednekolymsk
Time 21, Easter Island Standard Time '23,
Lord Howe Standard Time '23.

DISPLACED STAFF
Leave of Absence: Went Abroad ’'21;
Forcefully Evicted: Defended Thesis G,
Thrown Off-Campus '22.

OVERBURDENED HEALTHCARE SYSTEM

Medical: Doctors ’22, Nurses ’'22;
Administrative: Residents '22.

“SPORTS”

This Counts, Right?: Geometry Dash '22,
Bloons TD6 '23.

DUNDER MIFFLIN

Corporate: David Wallace 21, Jo
Bennett ‘23, Jan Levinson '23; Regional
Managers: Michael Scott 20, Ken
Filippelli '22; Scranton Employees: Dwight
Schrute G, Jim Halpert G, Pam Beesly '20,
Ryan Howard '20, Kelly Kapoor ’20,
Meredith Palmer '20, Angela Martin '20,
Phyllis Vance ’'21, Kevin Malone ’21,
Andy Bernard '21, Stanley Hudson '21,
Creed Bratton ’21, Oscar Martinez 21,
Darryl Philbin 22, Erin Hannon 22, Toby
Flenderson’23.

ZOOMOGRAPHY STAFF

Editors: Zoom ’'21, Room ’22; Assoc-
iate Editors: Mute '21, Stop Video '22; Staff:
Security G, Participants '20, Chat '22, Share
Screen '22, Record '22, Breakout Rooms "22,
Reactions '23, End Meeting '23.

FALLEN ANGELS

Satan: Misformatted Em-Dash ’'22;
Beelzebub: Incorrect Less '23; Denizens
of Darkness: Dangling Participlei 21,
Comma Splice 21, Split Infinitive 21,
Vague Pronoun '22, Subject-Verb
Misalignment '22, Failed Parallelization '22,
FANBOYS Violation ’'22,Commas-Are-Not-
A-Personality Trait '23.

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S CABINET

Fired: Scott Pruit '22, Rex W. Tillerson ’22;
Controversial: Benjamin S. Carson, Sr. 21,
Steven T. Mnuchin '21, Michael R. Pence '21,
Chad Wolf '21, Mike Pompeo '22, Elisabeth
D. DeVos '23.

REMOTE INTERNSHIPS
Now Hiring: UROPs "22.

QUARANTINE SHOPPING LIST
Yeast '74, Milk ‘84, Eggs '91, Toilet Paper '93,
Apples '98, Flour '00, Sugar '01, Rice '02,
Cookies '02, Lettuce ’03, Tomatoes ’06,
Avocados '06, Bananas ’06, Peanut
Butter '07, Disinfectant Wipes '07, Hand
Sanitizer 08, Canned Beans 08, Bread 08,
Chicken Wings '09, Matcha Powder 09,
Boba Pearls '09, Instant Coffee '10, Heavy
Cream ’11, Batteries '12, Toothpaste '12,
Shampoo ’13, Conditioner 13, Bottled
Water '13, Granola Bars '14, Sewing Kit '14,
Vegetable Oil'15, Salt'15, Pasta '16, Nuts '16,
Ground Beef ’16, Tomato Sauce ’17,
Ramen 17, Oranges '17, Ice Cream ’17,
Orange Juice 17, Tofu ’'19, Nintendo
Switch '19, Animal Crossing.

LAND MASSES

At the Beginning... Pangaea ’'21;
Continents: Antarctica G, Asia ‘20, South
America '20, Africa '20, North America 20,
Europe "21, Australia "21.

WORKER ANTS FOR THIS ISSUE

Warriors: Spear '22, Crown ’'22; Heavy
Lifters: Food '23; Males: Pretty Boy '22.

The Trek (ISSN 0312-2020) is published some days dur-
ing the academic year (except during Ass Tech vaca-
tions) and monthly during the summer by The Trek, mit.
zoom.us/j/distancelearning, at your house, on your bed,
with a doctored background to hide how messy your life
has become. Be lucky your stimulus check will be ar-
riving soon (unless you're a dependent student over
the age of 16...). Projections: Vaccines for the corona-
virus are projected to arrive next year on the doorsteps
of everyone willing to pay > $100.00 per vaccine. Social
Media Handles: LinkedIn: @completelyprofessional.
N)[XISgace: @relivingthegoodol'days. TikTok: @underage-
exhibitionists. #NotSponsored #NoFilter #ILoveThisSon,
#Don’tTellMeICan’tDancepls © A Couch Potato. Printe:
by the Internet, because Climate Change.
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If you're not Course 7, youre spreading

COVID-19

Wake up sheeple: MIT is short for mitochondria

By bioundgrd

If there’s one thing that comes out of
this coronavirus panic, it’s that you really
shouldn’t have put off taking 7.01x. Your
pre-med friends aren’t even here to help
because they've been pushed through the
rest of their undergraduate career and the
entirety of medical school to work in hos-
pitals now.

With so much information flying
around WhatsApp, how do you know
what’s what? What'’s the difference be-
tween RNA and DNA? Single-stranded and
double-stranded? Phage and coronavirus?
Lytic and lysogenic? Having a working
knowledge of basic biology is essential to
understanding the ramifications of CO-
VID-19, and it’s not like you're doing any-
thing else in quarantine. So here’s the tea:
everyone should declare Course 7.

In past years, MIT undergrads have
strayed from the light to majors such as 2 and

SOAPBOX SPEECH

22 (and, I shudder to think, 15). Even those
in biological engineering or computational
biology have forgone the purity of Course 7.
Those students have forgotten what is truly
important: at the end of the day, your body is
made up of cells. Neither jupyter notebooks
nor dollar bills could ever match the beauty
and complexity of a eukaryotic cell. The cell
is the only part of the world that we do not
need to command. They just do exactly what
they need to in order to keep us alive.

MIT is short for mitochondria. There’s
no argument there. We are the powerhouse
of Cambridge, of the Boston area, even of
the country. We make electricity out of our
connections. Innovation, collaboration, and
technology pour forth from the lumen of our
tiny, but powerful, organelle. What is less
obvious is that MIT is also short for mitosis.
The process of generating a copy of oneself
in order to prolong overall longevity after
you die — that is the lifeblood of MIT. Each
year we recruit another class of undergradu-

SWOLE TIM
Tim fights the mitochondria for Zeus's lightning bolt and the souls of MIT students.

ate and graduate students to take the places
of those who must graduate and bud off,
spreading the MIT name around the globe.

Neither jupyter
notebooks nor dollar
bills could ever
match the beauty
and complexity of a
eukaryotic cell.

The biology department essentially of-
fers every other major within its required
coursework. 7.03 (Genetics) is a math class
focused on LOD scores and Bayes’ Theo-
rem of equal rigor to any Course 18 class.
7.05 (Biochemistry) covers any and all rel-
evant chemistry, and 7.06 (Cell Biology) is
a mix of physics, the performing arts, and
physical education.

Another merit of the biology department
is its consistency. The Whitehead Institute
focuses on biomedical research. And what
is a medical concern? Acne (whiteheads).
The Broad is the broadest research collec-
tive in the Cambridge area, uniting MIT and
Harvard in an unlikely feat. And the Koch
brothers are the perfect embodiment of
cancer tumors, rerouting essential nutrients
to themselves in order to grow unchecked.

There is so much we can learn from
cells. That once you've differentiated and
chosen your path in life, it’s in your best in-
terest to follow that path until the very end.
As a STEM student, make sure you make
the right choice: you want to be a biologist.
Let’s face it, all research grants are now go-
ing to be directed towards healthcare and
biology, and you don’t want to be that one
muscle cell in the brain.

I had to take the math subject test, so the
2025s should too

Fairness is about preserving the status quo

By lan V. Smart

When I saw that the MIT Admissions
Office would henceforth neither require
nor accept the SAT Math subject test, I was
outraged. This proffers no conception of
fairness or what it means to preserve MIT’s
status as an elite institution.

Back when I'was a junior in high school, I
spent 32 hours and $1,000 of my daddy’s in-
vestment earnings to get my 800 on the Math
11 subject test. If the 2025s don’t have to take
the exam, then the MIT Admissions Office
should invent a time machine so they can tell
junior-year-me to not take it either. Anything
less would be just as unfair as providing pub-
lic avenues for health insurance or allowing
bankruptcy filings on student loans.

Everyone gets a freebie
in writing about how
coronavirus changed
their life in their
admissions essay.

Besides, now that it's COVID-19 season,
the 2025s already have it much easier with

admissions. Instead of three-hour-long AP
tests, theirs only last 45 minutes. Everyone
gets a freebie in writing about how corona-
virus changed their life in their admissions
essay. They don’t even have to beg their
parents to send them to a five star hotel in
Nicaragua to pretend to build houses for
orphans like I did!

Furthermore, this decision horribly dis-
advantages students who plan ahead and
bother understanding how the college ad-
missions process works. I took this exam in
my junior year of high school because I lis-
tened to my high school counselor back in
freshman year. I listened to my auntie whose
WeChat parents’ groups told her about all the
ins-and-outs of applying to HYPSM schools.

If you didn’t plan ahead and it’s your se-
nior year and you can’t take your math sub-
ject test in time because you didn’t decide
to check out MIT’s specific requirements
months ago, well, that’s on you, and the rest
of us shouldn’t have to have worse standing
as a result of your procrastination.

Lastly, Stu Schmuck’s argument makes
no sense whatsoever. Schmuck wrote that
one reason for revoking the requirement
has been that the subject tests have become
less predictive of academic performance at

MIT. However, Stu ignores importantly that
the test is a great predictor of the most im-
portant factor for admissions — wealth!

Ilistened to my auntie
whose WeChat parents’
groups told her about
all the ins-and-outs

of applying to HYPSM
schools.

As MIT faces a shrinking endowment
and steep budget cuts, it must rely more
than ever on tuition from students paying
in full, the donations of gracious parents
like my own, and external funding from
well-connected financiers like Jeffrey Ep-
stein and world leaders like Crown Prince
of Saudi Arabia Mohammed Bin Salman.

Ultimately, MIT’s change in its admis-
sions procedure both disadvantages the
Institvte and is unjust to current students
like myself. The Admissions Office — and
Mr. Schmuck — need to seriously recon-
sider this decision that imposes unfairness
under the guise of fairness.
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Spot The Difference

Solution: if you protest, you get sick

THE TREK 5
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Instructions: | think you know how to spot differences, haha jk... unless?

Blursed Riddles

Why did MIT send all of its undergraduates home against their will?

B 0 N K by Attack Helicopter

Zoom University Bingo

Go to horny jail

Instructions: Every time something in the bingo happens, mark it out and take

a shot.
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Horoscopes

Aries Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but exer-
cise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Taurus Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but exer-
cise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Gemini Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but ex-
ercise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Cancer Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but exer-
cise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Leo Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but exercise
caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Virgo Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but exer-
cise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Libra Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but exer-
cise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Scorpio

Sagittarius Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but
exercise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Capricorn Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but
exercise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Aquarius Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but
exercise caution. You will stay in quarantine.

Pisces Tough luck. Life will proceed as usual, but exer-
cise caution. You will stay in quarantine.
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2020°s most anticipated movies reviewed

Our opinions won't change if we watch them anyway

By Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences

There were a lot of movies that were
supposed to come out this year. Obviously,
we haven’t seen any of these movies yet,
but we already have an opinion on them
that won’t change whether or not we actu-
ally watch them. We do not have a thought-
ful analysis on why we like or dislike the
following films. However, our gut instincts
are absolutely impeccable, so no explana-
tion is necessary.

After all, as the Academy, we host the
most prestigious film awards for all Ameri-
ean films, and our opinions hold the high-
est of clout regardless of whether or not we
actually see all the movies we're supposed
to watch. So without further ado, we pres-
ent the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences 2020 movie reviews.

2.8.0.8.8.¢

No Time to Die

Directed by Cary Joji
Fukunaga

Screenplay by our girl
Phoebe Waller-Bridge
and some other people

Starring Daniel Craig,
duh

Rated F for “what a
Fitting title for these
times”

Phoebe Waller-Bridge wrote it, so it
has to be good. Hans Zimmer wrote the
music, so it has to be good. It has an A-list
cast of that guy from Knives Out, Rachel
Weisz’s husband, and James Bond, so it
has to be good. Instant five stars, one for
each movie where Daniel Craig has played
Bond.

MUSIC REVIEW

2. 0. SAGAGNS
Mulan

Directed by controversy

Screenplay by whoever
wrote the original Mulan

Starring finally not a
white person

Rated M for no Mushu

A controversial live-action remake? We
want to make it clear that we do not sup-
port police brutality if it is in Hong Kong. Of
course, progress isn’t linear, but we didn’t
know it was circular. Plus one star for not
casting Scarlett Johansson, we guess.

1. 0.0.0.0.¢
The Woman in the
Window
Directed by Joe not Left

Screenplay by wow,
another movie based on
a novel

Starring Amy Adams!
Gary Oldman! Anthony
Mackie!

Not rated

Amy Adams! Gary Oldman! Anthony
Mackie!

Hm, what'’s that smell? Oh. It’s Oscar bait.
But we don’t care... we repeat, Amy Adams is
in this movie! Maybe she'll actually win that
Oscar this time.

) SARA QA e

Jungle Cruise

Directed by lots of money

Screenplay by a
pandemic

Starring all the places
you shouldn’t go

Rated “why?”

We have nothing against cruise ships ex-
cept that they are the worst idea of a vacation
and anything related to cruises should be
rated one star. Bruises are a one-star injury.
Tom Cruise is a one-star actor. Jungle Cruise
is a one-star film.

1. 2.8.8.0.8 ¢

A Quiet Place Part Il
Directed by Jim Halpert
Screenplay by Jack Ryan

Starring the Angel of
Verdun, Mary Poppins,
and that girl on the train

Rated R for Realer than
anticipated

Setin aworld overridden with a pandem-
ic of an alien species, the only way to survive
is to cover your mouth. An automatic Oscar
for a gripping take on today’s society. An-
other automatic Oscar because Emily Blunt
should really have one by now, and a third
automatic Oscar for Millicent Simmonds.

Also, yes, that’s six stars. We (usually)
know how to count. We felt bad about slam-
ming Jungle Cruise because Emily Blunt is in
it, so we're making it up here.

‘Wrecking Ball’ hits hard

In memoriam of 26-100

NOAH CYRUS

Miley makes a guest appearance during a sleepy lecture of 6.042.

By Clothing Optional

It's been approximately seven years
since Miley Cyrus released her universal-
ly-panned “Wrecking Ball” with its critical-
ly-acclaimed accompanying music video.
In light of the recent gut-wrenching events
surrounding the destruction of 26-100, the
favorite former fornication spot to many
individuals who wish to remain unnamed,
I shall perform a detailed analysis of the
video and how it actually foreshadowed
this unprecedented tragedy. I will not
analyze any lyrics, since they were panned
anyways and I never learned how to read.

To start, two tears fall from Cyrus’s
right eye, becoming one stream that

trickles down her flawless face. This rep-
resents the bond that’s created when two
lovestruck individuals lock eyes and share
a moment in the giant lecture hall during
class. Under seemingly impossible cir-
cumstances, their timestreams intertwine
and fuse.

Meanwhile, like Janus the Roman god,
she sees both the past and the future. Her
left eye, in contrast to her right, shows a tear
that clings tightly to her lower eyelid that re-
fuses to fall until the final moments of that
scene. This underscores the desperation of
an unnamed individual to cling onto their
good memories in a devastating future, an
unnamed individual who writes about mu-
sic videos to forget.

Then, the video cuts to a montage of
Cyrus with a sledgehammer: first the in-
strument is horizontally hoisted upon her
shoulder blades, then its head is dragged
along the ground, and finally, Cyrus’s face
comes into focus. These rapid transitions
symbolize how the administration, after
distracting students sufficiently with a cha-
otic short-notice eviction, decided to tear
down a beloved classroom without consul-
tation with the student body, particularly a
place where so many late-night memories
were made.

The sledgehammer and wrecking ball
are powerful symbols; they represent the
student body’s trust in the administra-
tion. Cyrus, on the other hand, represents
the administration itself. The hammer gets
dragged across the floor and the walls, and is
ultimately licked by Cyrus without consent.
Meanwhile, the wrecking ball, the power of
student support, is used against student de-
sires as Cyrus rides upon it in a power play
that can only be described as highly naked.
She wrecked 26-100 just like how an anony-
mous individual’s ex wrecked his heart, us-
ing his passion against him in what ended
up becoming a struggle for dominance the
said individual never signed up for.

Cyrus walks toward the camera while 26-
100 is obliterated behind her as she contin-
ues to drag the hammer along the ground.
This represents how the administration
turned a blind eye to the whole thing, pre-
tending like it never happened, relying on
poor MIT Confessions posters to stumble
upon the shocking truth.

And believe me when I say that people
only post truths on Confessions. The one
I most related to (and deserves the most
reacts) was “What if we kissed under the

1 8.0 §X0*¢

Black Widow
Directed by Red Sparrow

Screenplay by Atomic
Blonde

Starring Very Poor
Russian Accents

Rated R for Russian

Despite surviving alien invasions, Al in-
vasions, her own teammates, and a Russian
spy program for kids, Black Widow fails to
survive this pandemic (and also falling from
a cliff, but that fact is clearly negligible here).
But since it’s Marvel, Widow will get an auto-
matic $1 billion at the box office for its typi-
cal Marvel audience-pleaser formula.

1. 8.0, 8. §X¢

In the Heights

Directed by Crazy Rich
Asians dude

Screenplay by Alexander
Hamilton

Starring Alexander
Hamilton’s son

Rated PG-13 probably

Another adaptation of a musical, but it’s
a Lin-Manuel Miranda musical, so that’s an
automatic four-star minimum. Has anyone
outside of the Broadway community really
heard of In the Heights? Probably not, but
hey, it’s fun and family-friendly and helmed
by the Tom Hanks of the theater world, so
what’s not to love about it?

dimmed lights of 26-100? Haha jk... un-
less?” Welp, guess what? That’s never going
to happen again.

A nuance to Cyrus riding the wrecking
ball naked is how she continues to wear her
leather boots. This represents how adminis-
tration tries to appear transparent (naked)
to students all the while concealing its un-
derlying motives. The administration clearly
does not have its feet on the ground when it
comes to practical building modifications as
an excuse to destroy student culture. 26-100
was family for many students (who wish to
remain anonymous). Now they have to find
another safe space without compensation.

The camera shows two brief shots from
the perspective of the wrecking ball itself,
but these shots are clumsy, shoddy, and
amateur at best. This represents how ad-
ministration often claims to see student
perspectives but ultimately chooses to dis-
regard them altogether. At least in the past
they put up a facade of caring via public fo-
rums, but in the case of 26-100, they didn’t
even bother to so much as to Zoom with us.

But there’s a silver lining to all this, of
course, as represented by Cyrus ending up
lying in the rubble (with no signs of recon-
struction happening, might I add), content
with what she’s done. It’s that all the evils
created as a byproduct of good 26-100
memories turned sour through unfortunate
breakups have now died with our beloved
room.

Cyrus delivers a powerful message
through the music video for “Wrecking
Ball” If only we had listened to that mes-
sage in 2013 rather than drowning it in all
the praise, we may have found ourselves in
a very different situation today, with 26-100
still safe and sound by our side.
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Is it the code that is obfuscated, or was it us

all along?

Novice programmers compete to write the most obfuscated C++ code

2.8.0.0.0 ¢

Borentine: C++
Edition

April 1, 2020

The Internet

By Kern L. Pannick

Hello.

I have been informed that I must not
congratulate you on the blissful bastion of
social isolation that has befallen us because
that would be in bad taste. I, however, have
been having the time of my life. There may
once have been a time — it seems like years
ago now — when I was still adjusting to the
changed world, constantly at a loss and con-
stantly reminded of all the things I was miss-
ing. But one beautiful day, those feelings van-
ished, blasted away by the glory of Borentine:
C++ Edition.

If you are yet unenlightened, this may
require some explanation. Borentine: C++
Edition is a recently founded, free-to-enter
competition where novice memers hone
their skills at creating the perfect sample of
obfuscated C++ code. The rules are simple.
The code must compile for a 32-bit configura-
tion of C++ 11, be short, include only standard
libraries, and output only “Hello World”

Though none of the submissions are up
to professional standards, some still raise
deep questions about the nature of C++,
programming, and life in general. They
shake the norms of standard coding to their
very core. Is it the code that is obfuscated, or
was it us all along?

I have prepared a cross section of the sub-
missions, together with my comments. Sub-
missions were due on April 1 of this year and
will be judged by the end of May.

PLAYBOOK REVIEW

Submission #512

main() {

system(“echo

Within this concise and perhaps lacklus-
ter submission, we find a very rare creature:
the whitespace concatenation operator.
Many thought it didn’t exist — that it would
be anathema to all decency — but here itis in
the C++ standard, along with an equally hid-
eous unnecessary system call. These beasts
were born free and wild, with many valid use-
cases for them to choose, but some vicious
programmer has warped and twisted them
to the poor, starved brutes you see now. Such
cruelty brings tears to my eyes, and I fear it
will only get worse, yet we must forge on.

Submission #87

<long n> F(int k) {
td::cout <« ((n >> 3 * k) & 7)["Helo
(k > @) f<n>(k - 1);
i
J

main() {
f<Bxade5797>(10);

One of a software engineer’s most pow-
erful tools is precomputed data: the art of
performing lengthy calculations when time
is least valuable. Many programmers use
this technique by lengthening loading times
so that their code can run faster. But the true
potential of precomputed data is not lim-
ited to mere load screens. Why not make the
compiler do the calculation, possibly years
before the program is ever run? Video game
developers would be beside themselves if
they knew this simple trick — imagine getting
thousands of frames per second on even the
meanest computers with no startup time at
all! But alas, these boomers are stuck in their
ways and will not change until the next gen-
eration ousts them, such as the competitor
who wrote this beautiful submission. I hope
this one will go far.

Submission #730

2T1ine a) #a
main() {

std: :cout <<
0;

(Hello World);

While still low on the spectrum of com-
plexity, this simple approach still manages
to perfectly distill the great question: why?
The reader may initially feel extreme anger
towards this coder, but it is the depravity of
the writers of the C++ standards that allowed
this to happen. Who thought it was a good
idea to create a method to convert variable
names to strings? If we wanted that, we'd just
use Python! Does there exist a line of code
more anathema to the spirit of C++ syntax
than that macro? Perhaps not, but you must
read on to find out.

Submission #283

main() {

)@

and((s >; (=
ut << ( Y(std::

This compact bit of code does not abuse
C++ syntax as mercilessly as the previous
examples. Instead, it highlights an under-
utilized feature of programming: pseudo-
randomness. Introducing randomness into
algorithms has decreased runtime in many
situations, so much so that an entire com-
plexity class (RP: randomized polynomial
time) exists to describe them. The reason for
this speed up is when randomness is used —
even seeded randomness — the computer
that simulates our multiverse can then run
the program almost as-is in all universes,

changing only the seed to allow for deviation
between the universes. This saves the time it
takes to re-write the program from scratch for
each universe, which would have to be done
for a deterministic algorithm. Obviously pro-
grammers should use it as much as possible,
and it fills me with joy to see even an amateur
competitor embrace this subtle fact.

Submission #1946

main() {

{ 5, 16, 14, 14,
trcout << ((char*)&s.f)[

, 17, 14, 20 }) {

o;

Have you ever wished that you could de-
clare a field as private, but still make it read-
able and writable from outside the class? Well
look no farther, for in all its magnanimity,
C++ gives us a way. Simply take a pointer to
a public field and increment the pointer un-
til you get to the location of the private field
you want. Then cast the pointer to whatever
type you desire and you're good to go! This
is an extremely powerful tool in the hands of
an experienced programmer, allowing for a
plethora of beautiful APIs to be developed. I
hope that after this masterful demonstration,
the technique will grow in popularity.

I am greatly impressed by all of the com-
petitors I saw at Borentine: C++ Edition.
Some demonstrated the expert level of trol-
liness required in a memer as they abused
some of the worst parts of C++ syntax. Oth-
ers showed their understanding of quite
serious and useful techniques that are ban-
ished to “obfuscation” only because they are
not accepted by mainstream programmers. I
see great things in the futures of all the com-
petitors I met, and I hope you are as excited
as I am for the changes that are to come.

Stellar example of clickbait from President Reif

Buzzfeed employees, take notes

By Falafel Life

After the box-office smash, MIT’s Re-
sponse to the Challenge of COVID-19 on
March 5, I was wary of any other release’s
ability to top it. The unprecedented cir-
cumstances made the cutting social com-
mentary more hard-hitting than any other
email this year. However, MIT’s financial
picture and our next steps looked very
promising. Just from the title itself, I ex-
pected that this sequel would be the an-
swer to all the questions raised by the first.
Boy, was I wrong.

The introduction was snappy and excit-
ing, calling on the 2008 recession to remind
us that yes, we have been in this exact po-
sition before. Never mind that you were all

in elementary school and probably hadn’t
even heard of MIT. That was exactly the
same as forcing you all out of on-campus
housing.

The middle section, “New steps on the
budget,” starts off incredibly strong, with half
of the sentences starting with FANBOYS con-
junctions. An aesthetic bullet point list is em-
ployed, which summarizes various financial
decisions unrelated to students, and frankly,
1 fell asleep at this part.

Finally, Reif acknowledged the pressing
questions that were hinted at in the title of
his work. I was ready to be enlightened. I sat
stupefied after reading, “When will we all be
back on campus? We do not yet have an an-
swer” and “Will the fall semester be online?
We do not have this answer yet either” Reif

had skillfully manipulated me into opening
this playbook, only to evade the questions
I really wanted answered. Needless to say, I
was fuming.

The least convincing parts of the whole
playbook are the sweeping, pithy quotes that
use pretty words and mean nothing. What is
the point of, “It has imposed terrible personal
suffering and debilitating global uncertain-
ty”? To tell us that a pandemic was difficult?
No shit, Sherlock. “In this global crisis, cir-
cumstances and forecasts change radically
week to week” Ah yes, I actually appreciated
this quiet nod to the radicalism of one-week
eviction notices.

Overall, all my high hopes for this work
were shattered by its inability to deliver what
it promised. But, what else is new?

) QXX pAQAS

MIT'’s financial
picture and our next
steps

Written by L. Rafael Reif
Microsoft Outlook

April 13, 2020

Not rated
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MIT Track & Field embraces new event: social
distance running

MIT runners change nothing in their running style for this new track event

By Definitely Still Exercising

ZOOMBA SPECTATOR

In order to keep the competi-
tive spirit of intercollegiate sports
alive during the global COVID-19
pandemic, several college varsity
track leagues recently introduced
a new track event: social distance
running.

In this event, runners are given
a set route through their respective

‘We're getting a rare second chance’

Stud, from Page 2

“The windows are the clearest
they’ve ever been, and there’s no
more stale frying oil smell per-
meating the air. Next thing you
know, maybe normal prices will
return to LaVerde’s, shopper
Samurai Sword '23 wrote in a car-
rier pigeon message to The Trek. “1
think it’s a beautiful thing. It really
shows how much we are poison-
ing our student center. There is no
Stud B, and we're getting a rare
second chance.”

In fact, sentiments like those
expressed by Sword have en-
couraged a case study of the
extent to which student activity
has caused the student center’s
decline in recent decades. The
study’s pivotal findings, released
Saturday, state: “We are the
virus.”

farmheart88:

Senior Haus, from Page 2

ing a sign that writes, “MIT Ad-
ministration is full of Creepers.”
raffyreif007 said in a Zoom
interview with The Trek that the
dorm will be reconstructed to
start “a residential online therapy
zone that will support residents’
academic and personal develop-
ment in this time of struggle.”

local suburbs that they must fol-
low. However, whenever they come
across a young family learning how
to ride bikes in the street, or a cou-
ple walking their dog(s), or an old
man hobbling along the sidewalk
with a cane, they must cross to the
other side of the street, maintain-
ing at least six feet of separation be-
tween them and the pedestrian.

Of course, this leads to some
amount of discrepancy in distance

w

due to number of street crossings
that each competitor must per-
form and variation in climate and
geography of each participant’s
specific neighborhood, but given
the monotony of sitting at home in
self-quarantine, many participants
were glad for the spontaneity of the
event.

Congratulations to MIT’s social
distance running competitors for
finishing the season with a valiant
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Subs, subs everywhere.
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97th in the region, and 169th in the
country! It seems like our brave In-
stitute’s institutional social phobia
has proved useful for something,
since most of our runners cited
having already used this style of
running in their usual training runs.
“Nobody likes stopping to say hello
to aneighbor on their runs anyway,
so this whole virus thing has given
me a justifiable excuse to dodge my
acquaintances!” one anonymous

MIT runner wrote to The Trek over
email.

Although we hope to begin re-
turning to normal life soon, many
of us also hope that the skills we
learned through this process — be-
ing able to avoid awkward interac-
tions with distant acquaintances
and the social acceptability of stay-
ing in our rooms on our computers
all day — will continue to be valued
by our society.

Students protest loss of

26-100

26-100, from Page 1

Mass. Ave. during a frantic run to
Dunkin!

“I lost my virginity in 26-100,
Clothing Optional 23 said in an in-
terview with The Trek. “Iwould hate
for future generations of first years
to be deprived of that experience”

“I've spent countless lectures
browsing Reddit in that room. My
life won’t be the same without
it,” Ben Bitdiddle 22 said. “Every
Course 6 student knows that room
like a Leetcode easy.” Bitdiddle
also told The Trek that his 6.009
code passed all the test cases,
which, he clarified, was “not a flex””

“They've taken my mill, my
lathe, my LSD stash,” FSAE team
member Becks Lee '21 told The
Trek, alluding to the engineer-

Let us ‘administrate you little shits’

Although farmheart88 de-
clined to comment, The Trek re-
ceived an anonymous tip with a
screencap of the Minecraft chat
room. User slugfest asked farm-
heart88 whether tearing down
Senior Haus is a breach of virtual
freedom, to which farmheart88
responded: “Look, let us do our
job, which is to administrate you
little shits.”

A petition to preserve the
Minecraft dorms, ensuring that
the spaces remain available even
after the end of quarantine, is
currently circulating dorm mail-
ing lists and Facebook. Students
have also planned a block party
at Senior Haus to replace Senior
Ball. The party email, first sent
to the ec-party mailing list, was
forwarded across dorms with the

subject line: “Senior Haus's spirit
will live on in Minecraft. Because
Minecraft is immortal”

East Side residents continue
to defend Senior Haus online, ar-
guing that letting the administra-
tion control their physical living
spaces was discriminatory, but
controlling their virtual spaces
is absolutely unacceptable. Ran-
dom Hall resident eat-my-axes '20

Senior Week to be replaced by virtual Senior %

Finals, from Page 2

Chancellor Cynthia Barnhart
PhD 88, Vice President and Dean
for Student Life Suzy Nelson, and
Vice Chancellor Ian Waitz ex-
plained in an email that this was
a “creative solution” to the stress
that final exams bring to students,
citing MIT Medical’s widely-
praised “creative solutions” to
conditions including pneumonia,
pregnancy scares, and punctured
lungs.

Classes of more than 75 stu-
dents are inventing other “creative
solutions” to give final exams.

8.02 (Physics II) senior lecturer
Daddy Dourmashkin PhD '84 said
in a Zoom call with The Trek that
8.02 will be administering a take-
home final exam consisting of
every exam problem and concept
question from the past 10 years.

Chad Snake 20, a teaching
assistant for 6.009 (Fundamen-
tals of Programming), told The
Trek during office hours that the

Institute’s largest class will post-
pone its final exam until the next
in-person commencement, no
matter how long it takes, since no
facility but Killian Court covered
in thousands of folding chairs is
large enough to ensure proper so-
cial distancing.

Commencement and Senior
Week activities remain canceled
despite the return to campus for
final exams. Barnhart, Nelson,
and Waitz wrote that “Unfor-
tunately, it is too expensive to

maintain Johnson Track unless
anonymous donors conveniently
supply the funds” Consequently,
students must return home im-
mediately after exams.

Commencement will take
place on the MIT Minecraft cam-
pus, followed by a virtual darty on
Killian.

Senior Week will be replaced
by Senior %, a month-long festiv-
ity consisting of seniors playing
Animal Crossing: New Horizons
and paying off their student debts

ing team’s exile from the N51
machine shop following MIT’s
response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. “Now they’re taking my
26-100?”

Several protesters stormed 26-
100 last weekend, many reusing
their “Reif must go” posters from
fall semester protests against MIT’s
relationship with Jeffrey Epstein.

“This is yet another example
of MIT administrators ignoring
the student body. We will revolt
while maintaining six smoots of
social distance,” Pro Tester '21
told The Trek.

“An institute that can send sat-
ellites to space and, like, cure can-
cer certainly has the ability to de-
flect the asteroid to hit New Vassar
instead. They just aren’t trying
hard enough,” Tester said.

emailed The Trek a statement: “If
the administration takes Senior
Haus, then we will take their of-
fices. After all, a diamond pickaxe
is a girl’s best friend”

As of Thursday morning, the
MIT administrators’ offices on
the Minecraft server have been
replaced with restrooms featur-
ing pixelated nude scenes on the
walls.

to Tom Nook together over Zoom.
Students are required to have
their cameras and mics on during
the festivities. Any student who is
unable to obtain the game mayre-
quest a Nintendo Switch on loan
from IS&T.

As the construction of New
Vassar has drawn to a halt, MIT
administrators plan to reuse
Johnson Athletics Center to house
BC residents in the fall. New Vas-
sar residents will move into 410
Memorial Drive.

Pay your MIT tuition...
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