
TEA: 212°F | 32°F
Hailing boba.

IMP: 8°F | 4°F
Foggy glasses.

SAD: 1°F | 0°F
A single tear.
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CRY FOR HELPGENDER REVEAL
Orange smoke: this 
YouTube family video 
goes viral.  
HOT TOPICS, p. 36

BOOBS
Clothing is now illegal. NUDES, p. 69

INTEGRITY
Ranking MIT’s virtual proctoring fails. 
BATHROOM BREAK, p. 1984

ESCAPE LIFE
Sell your soul to Nintendo.
DODO, p. 98,000

BALANCE
What brings stability to 
your internet connec-
tion? YOGA,  
p. 96662585033

IN QUART
 
One-half gallon.

Two pints.

Four cups.

!irty-two !uid ounces.

Sixty-four tablespoons.

One hundred ninety-two 
teaspoons.

Send your favorite quarantine 
baking recipes, the amount of 
alcohol you’ve consumed this 
past year, or an eight-page es-
say on why we should switch to 
the metric system to tbeaver@
mit.edu.

MIT’s Newest and 
Trendiest Newspaper
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PENELOPE DISICK — TEKTOK

In this week’s installment of The Apprentice, we !nd out whether Second Gentleman Donald J. Trump will vow to build a wall between him and his partner Kanye West.

Roque De La Fuente Guerra and Kanye West win 
2020 election
Donald Trump to be !rst Second Gentleman

By Penelope Disick

In a shocking turn of events, 
Roque De La Fuente Guerra was 
elected President of the United 
States of America Tuesday. His run-
ning mate, Kanye West, is the vice 
president-elect. !is comes as a 
shock to both West and the rest of 
the country.

What is puzzling to the govern-
ment, and indeed to the citizens of 
the U.S., is how this one ticket from 
California was able to overcome 
the other 49 states and Washington 
D.C., who had him as a candidate for 
the presidency or did not have West 
on the ballot at all.

As state o$cials investigated 
polling booths, television stations 

raced to %nd campaign advisors 
and sta&ers who might be able to 
provide insight into this unexpect-
ed success. However, since no one 
worked on the campaign, not even 
West himself, the search has proven 
very di$cult.

As of press time, at least 60% of 
the U.S. population, composed of 
former UC Berkeley or UCLA stu-

dents who never changed their resi-
dencies, had voted using absentee 
ballots in California. !is in)ated 
California’s total electoral college 
vote count from 55 to 342. One vot-
er, who currently lives in Florida, 
wrote a blog post about how they 
were able to successfully vote by 
alligator mail, although it cost him 
seven %ngers.

Californians, on the other hand, 
are still marveling at their own pow-
er. Some say it is a sign to %nally se-
cede from the leech that is the rest 
of the country. As a self-su$cient 
state that produces the highest qual-
ity technology, arti%cial intelligence, 
entertainment, COVID-19 patients, 

MURICA, Page 2

Remote #rst-year boot camp approved for 
2021–22 academic year
Anybody who pays $5,000 tuition can participate

By HayMITch Abernathy

Beginning with the 2021–22 aca-
demic year, MIT will implement a 
new %rst-year boot camp, inspired 
by the remote nature of the previous 
semesters and the immense success 
of "e Hunger Games trilogy. !e 
goal of the boot camp is to transform 
the %rst-year experience. 

Students will pay $5,000 for one 
year of remote, asynchronous learn-
ing via MITx. Based on their perfor-
mance during this year, students will 
either receive a %rst-year certi%cate 
from MIT or admission to MIT as a 

sophomore. Approximately the top 
%ve percent of students are expected 
to be admitted as sophomores.

!is model was %rst presented 
by Yoshi E$e PhD ’78, Coriolanus 
Snow Professor of Engineering, at 
the October faculty meeting. !e 
model was unanimously approved 
at the same meeting while the Com-
mittee on the Undergraduate Pro-
gram’s P/NR grading policies were 
permanently suspended.

!e boot camp will require %rst 
years to complete all six science 
core General Institute Require-
ments, one course from each Hu-

manities, Arts, and Social Sciences 
(HASS) discipline (including at least 
one Communication Intensive), 
and an online conceptual swim-
ming course by the end of their %rst 
semester. 

By the end of their second se-
mester, the %rst years must all have 
taken at least one graduate course 
and completed their HASS concen-
tration. Instead of a credit limit, 96 
units will now represent the lower 
bound of what a student must take 
to receive their certi%cate.

Checkpoints at add date and 
drop date will ensure that students 

are on track with the boot camp. 
Progress will be ensured through 
genetically-engineered wasps that 
inject Lysol into students who have 
not accomplished the minimum re-
quirements by the checkpoints.

When asked what brought this 
idea to mind, E$e said that he was 
impressed by MIT students’ resil-
ience when moved o&-campus in 
Spring 2020 and the quality of vir-
tual learning in the fall, and felt that 
the “natural progression” was to 
“further challenge students’ limits” 

Booty, Page 2



Who knows? Who cares?
By COVID-safe  
meteorologist

Every day I get up and go to 
work (remotely) just to stare at 
a bunch of numbers and then 
repeat them to you on live tele-
vision. Now, I don’t even have 
to put on pants to broadcast the 
upcoming weather, and you’ll be 
able to see the life drain from my 
eyes the moment I turn my cam-
era on. 

You shouldn’t be going out-
side. No, not because the weather 
is bad, but because THERE’S A 
HUGE FUCKING PANDEMIC 
GOING ON AND WE ARE ON 

OUR THIRD — DO YOU HEAR 
ME? — THIRD WAVE. Just don’t 
go outside. Don’t look out the 
window. Go into hibernation 
mode.

!ere is no meaning to my 
job anymore. Who cares what 
the weather outside is? You know 
what’s precipitating? Your CO-
VID-19 particles every time you 
talk, onto everyone’s skin. !e 
only storm you should be worried 
about is the one headed to the 
nearest hospital’s ICU. !e sun 
will cease to shine until all human 
life is wiped out, because Mother 
Earth deserved more than you 
sel%sh little assholes.

Extended Forecast
Today: I don’t know. High a°F.
Tonight: I still don’t know. Low xd°F (XD°C).
Tomorrow: But somehow I don’t care. High five°F (cinco°C). 
Saturday: And you shouldn’t care either. High ness°F (royal°C).
Sunday: We’re all going to die. High time°F (forever°C).
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and UC Berkeley athletes, Califor-
nia o$cials have long considered 
dumping the states that cost more 
than they make.

When asked about his plans as 
vice president, West did not have 
a list of actionables prepared. In a 
tweetstorm, he claimed that he did 
not know he was on the California 
ballot as a vice presidential candi-
date. It appears that he was added 
to the ballot without his knowledge, 
and West has expressed his anger 
very clearly, tweeting at Guerra 
that, “Today I thought about killing 
you, premeditated murder.”

In response, Guerra wrote that “If 
my death is the only thing prevent-

ing Kanye West from becoming the 
President of the United States, I will 
make it easier for him and take my 
own life.” His devotion to the coun-
try’s most quickly declining rapper 
had earned Guerra praise from Tik-
Tokkers and Baby Boomers alike.

Another shocking announce-
ment from West revealed that he 
was divorcing his wife, Kim Kar-
dashian-West, with whom he has 
four children, to marry incumbent 
President Donald Trump. While 
West makes history as the %rst Black 
Vice President of the United States 
of America, Trump will make his-
tory as the %rst Second Gentleman. 
Melania Trump was reportedly 
seen dancing on the White House 
lawn earlier this evening.

MURICA, from Page 1

Guerra earns praise from 
Zoomers and Boomers 

and create “innovative learning that 
adapts to an increasingly digital 
world.” 

“!e pandemic was the perfect 
impetus for something bound to 
happen one day,” E$e said. “We’re 
already moving students online; 
why not also put their futures on 
the line?” E$e also mentioned hav-
ing consumed a signi%cant amount 
of young adult dystopian literature 
while in quarantine.

E$e stated that under this 
model, MIT could o&er admission 
to all 20,000+ undergraduate ap-
plicants in this year’s admissions 
cycle. !us, high school seniors 
who applied early action this year 
can expect good news in the com-
ing week.

Dean of Admissions Rue Twill 
’86 wrote in an email to TekTok 
that this was the true reason for no 
longer requiring SAT/ACT scores 
in the admissions cycle, “Now that 
we plan to accept all applicants, I 
see no reason for students to pay 
for reports we’re not even going to 
look at.”

E$e said at the meeting, “Of the 
20,000 or so admitted students, I es-
timate around 1,500 will prevail in 
the boot camp and survive to step 
foot on campus as sophomores.” 
E$e explained that this process of 
eliminating applicants who do not 
perform well during the remote 
year will allow for “quality control” 
and “enhance MIT’s gene pool.”

E$e said that students who do 
not make it to their sophomore year 

will receive a certi%cate which “will 
be of great value” regardless of what 
the students choose to do after MIT. 
“What employer or admissions of-
%cer can turn down an applicant 
whose resume says ‘completed one 
full year of online school at MIT’?”

In addition, though tuition will 
be greatly reduced, the signi%cant 
increase in the number of students 
will o&set this. “Besides,” E$e said, 
“we no longer need to house %rst-
year students and can use the lec-
ture recordings of nearly every MIT 
course from the 2020–21 remote 
school year in place of actual teach-
ing sta&. Come to think of it, $5,000 
might be an overcharge for this 
boot camp.”

To eliminate the need for grad-
ers, all problem sets and exams will 
be graded on MITx with no possi-
bility of partial credit or for regrade 
requests. !e Academic Proctoring 
and Reconnaissance Team is cur-
rently working with 6.036 course 
sta& to develop MIT proprietary 
proctoring software that %rst-years 
will be obligated to comply with in 
order to guarantee the sanctity of 
their certi%cates. 

E$e added that although the 
idea is not fully developed, he has 
further plans for a highly competi-
tive sophomore year model where 
survivors of the %rst-year boot 
camp will be faced with 12 increas-
ingly complex tasks — “under con-
ditions based on the 75th Hunger 
Games and with di$culty on par 
with the Labors of Hercules” — that 
they must complete more success-
fully than their peers. 

Booty, from Page 1

Early action seniors can 
expect good news

Seniors organize riot in response 
to UA Sustainability’s reusable 
utensils pilot program
No Bon Appetit sta% were hurt in the making of the uprising

By Bamboo Spork

On Doomsday 2020, all 700 
seniors on campus were seen 
marching through the In%nite and 
invading President Rafael L. Reif’s 
house, protesting the reusable 
utensils provided to them halfway 
through the semester.

!e demonstrators were spot-
ted leaving their respective pods 
and dorms at 3 p.m., when most of 
them wake up on the average day. 
Some had posters made, but most 
prominent was the senior who 
has yet to stop carrying the Purell 
stand captured in the now-iconic 
photo from March.

!e seniors allege the utensils 
were an attempt to quell com-
plaints about the inadequate food. 
However, the timing, quality, and 
appearance of the utensils incited 
immense rage among the students. 

Simmons resident Norm Al-
kid  ’21 wrote in an email to Tek-

Tok that she had already collected 
about 130 pieces of single-use 
plastic utensils in six weeks, and 
no longer needed reusable uten-
sils by the time they were handed 
out. “It’s not like I could return 
the mismatched plasticware I 
had from getting them at all three 
meals each day everyday because 
MIT forced me onto their meal 
plan,” she added. 

Other students railed against the 
design of the utensils. !ey were 
the size of children’s utensils, with 
handles much too short to hold by 
the average MIT student, who al-
ready has relatively small hands. 
!e utensils sported a speckle de-
sign, leading to incessant cleaning 
and paranoia about food bits hiding 
among the spots. !ere were also 
complaints that the utensils had to 
be cleaned in the bathroom, as ac-
cess to kitchen sinks was banned.

An anonymous student car-
rying a poster that read “NEED 

BETTER UTENSILS TO EAT THE 
RICH” shared a story of biting into 
the fork and seeing an indent left 
on the utensil. !e knives were 
also not able to cut through any-
thing other than half-melted but-
ter, quality was clearly insu$cient 
to eat the rich.

Finally, Avina Lidrana ’21 stat-
ed that she threw away all of her 
and her podmates’ utensils while 
being evicted from campus for 
the second time this year. It was 
not made clear to the students 
whether these reusable uten-
sils were in fact compostable, so 
they will end up in the land%ll 
regardless.

Bon Appetit did not respond 
to TekTok’s request for com-
ment. They plan to roll out their 
limited-edition Christmas line, 
U-tinsel, to the unfortunate Stu-
dent Housing Assistance Review 
Process students still stuck on 
campus.

POWER HUNGRY UA MEMBERS

 The tried and true disposable plastics proved worthier than the “sustainable” option.

WEATHER
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UNIT OLYMPICS

First COVID-19 Unit Olympics erupts with 
staggering participation
What started with a promise and ended in mass misery

By Hori Fyde

With this past fall semester be-
ing the 1rst to be completely con-
ducted under COVID-19, the Unit 
Olympics were surprised to 1nd 
that more MIT students than ever 
planned to participate. Luckily for 
their sponsor, too many students 
deluded themselves into thinking 
that they would have more time 
on their hands because extracur-
riculars would be operating at a 
lower rate.

3e opening ceremony on 
Registration Day saw every com-
petitor promise their advisors that 
they just wanted to test their lim-
its and that they would de1nitely 
drop classes along the way. 3ose 
empty promises took advantage 
of faculty advisors’ inability to 
contradict self-absorbed students. 
At the end of it all, did those who 
walked home with the gold med-
als actually win?

We are not here today to an-
swer that question. We are here 
simply to report on this astound-
ing competition that has never 
seen more exposure.

3e 1rst event, limited to 1rst 
years, was ASEs: What is the high-
est level class one person can test 
out of? 3is year’s event was par-
ticularly interesting as the Turkish 
hacking software ProctorMatch 
was used to gather biometrics of 
all 1rst years. Gold went to Sunuv 
Reif ’24, who was able to pass the 
ASE for 5.111, even though it was 
not o6ered. A close second went 
to Nosaj Uk ’24, who passed the 
ASE for 6.867 and immediately 
graduated with both a B.S. and 
M.S. in BS. 3ere were no other 

entries to this event, as both stu-
dents were last seen campaigning 
for the genocide of Armenians, 
speculated to be caused by the 
proctoring software.

Next up was Subversion: What 
is the hardest class one person 
can 1nagle themselves into with-
out taking the prerequisite? Gold 
went to a junior who was allowed 
to take 13.13: Sorcery XIII without 
any of the 12 prerequisite classes. 
Silver went to a 1rst year who took 
18.799: Linear Algebra for Faculty, 
and bronze went to a sophomore 
who took 15.00: Eight-Figure Job 
on Wall Street.

3e most contested event was 
Sleep Deprivation: How many 
all-nighters in a row can one 
person pull? Usually, students 
are required to not sleep during 
the day, however, in these trying 
times, a student petition to al-
low daytime naps was approved. 
3is led to opposition from all-
nighter purists who maintained 
that daytime naps contradict the 
goal of sleep deprivation. Anony-
mous Gear on Piazza complained 
that they trained all year to with-
stand 20 days of continuous all-
nighters but was outcompeted by 
the “weaklings who changed the 
rules days before the competition 
just to throw me o6.” A reply from 
Anonymous DNA, endorsed by 
the Olympics o;cials, stated, “cry 
me a river.” O;cial results will 
be released later this month after 
1nals.

3e next event was Speed-
watching: What is the highest 
speed that one person can watch 
a video on? A very speci1c niche 
of competitors entered this com-

petition, training on MeCylinder 
over the summer. While the aver-
age person will watch recorded 
Panopto videos at 1.5x or 2x speed, 
the competitors in this event went 
above and beyond. Zoombie fa-
Tigue ’AA snatched third place with 
a speedy 9.5x, while Even Speed-
ven ’whoosh got second place with 
a 14.2x. However, the competitor 
that blew it out of the water was 
See Lite ’zz, watching lectures at a 
mind-boggling 42.0x speed.

3e last event, and often the 
most popular, was Units: How 
many units can one person take? 
Unfortunately, 1rst years were 

banned from the event and will 
still be banned next semester, on 
account of previous 1rst years at-
tempting to compete for the gold 
and subsequently sustaining life-
threatening injuries. 3is semester, 
1rst place went to LB Cram  ’0w0 
who registered for 180 units and 
passed a whopping 156. Silver went 
to Gate Kidd ’0P who registered 
and passed 144 units. Surprisingly, 
all of the rest of the students tied 
for third place with 60 units, so no 
medal was given out.

A bonus “fun” event, Zoom 
Fails: How many times can a pro-
fessor fuck up their lecture?, was 

also o6ered. Course 6 professors 
complained that they were set up 
to lose because they “just had too 
much background experience;” 
however, this did not appear to be 
a problem, as the 1rst 1ve places 
were given to bumbling computer 
science professors.

COVID-19 was a terrible idea, 
but the Unit Olympics o;cials 
are giving thanks to the terrible 
disease for making their pro1ts 
skyrocket. It was certainly an in-
teresting competition, and next 
semester’s Unit Olympics are 
looking like they will be equally, if 
not more, successful.

NOT TOKYO 2020

The Unit Olympics held its breath as 18,372 students signed up to participate.
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CORONAVIRUS COMPLIANCE 
POLICY

Masks are not optional. !ey are a proven method of 
protecting against and keeping back the respiratory droplets 
released when dumbo non-mask wearers decide to sneeze and 
cough on other people against their moral and common sense 
obligation to keep others safe.

Protests are only valid if they are advocating for the 
rights of marginalized voices and pressing societal issues 
that disproportionately a"ect minority populations. 
#BlackLivesMatter

Hand washing, hand sanitizer, and social distancing are 
all important measures to prevent the spread of coronavirus 
a.k.a. COVID-19 a.k.a. SARS-CoV-2. If you truly want to protect 
your loved ones and the lives of innocents, you WILL comply 
with these recommendations. !e ONLY WAY we can halt 
this potentially life-threatening disease is by listening to the 

science. Please pay heed to the words of our lord and savior Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, not the raging Cheeto who will no longer be our 
nation’s leader in a few months’ time. If you have any questions 
about the coronavirus, please refer to https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-nCoV/ before asking your dumbass questions 
to your Aunt Karen who de'nitely does not know any better.

For the record, NO VACCINES have been approved in the 
United States for mass distribution yet. !ere is no cure. Please 
do not inject Lysol into your veins. !at is a recipe for disaster. 
Also, where did you even get the needle? How are you procuring 
these medical tools to stab wrongfully yourself? Anyways, it is of 
the utmost importance that you comply with this policy. TekTok 
is one of many worldwide publications promoting the good 
word of this compliance policy because we sincerely believe in 
preserving the health and wellbeing of every living being that 
could be susceptible to the deathly grip of the novel coronavirus.

Disbelievers in the existence of the coronavirus will be 
hunted down and placed in mandatory quarantine until they 
can get their act together.
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Avatar

Aang ’21

Water Tribe Chief

Katara ’23

Swordmaster

Sokka ’21

Fire Lord

Zuko ’21

Earth Monarch

Toph ’20
ZOOM FILTERS

Masks: 6 Pixels Away ’23, Face Mask ’23; Cute: 
Pizza Party Hat ’23, Happy Sprout ’23, Halo ’24, 
Head Chef ’24; Animals: Lioness ’22, Brownie 
Bear ’22, Prancer ’22, Little Piggy ’23, Bunny 
Rabbit ’23, Ada the Mousie ’23, Magicorn ’24, 
Shark Mouth ’24, Cyclops ’24; Relatable: zZZ ’21.

REALITY TELEVISION

Quarantine: 90 Day Fiancé ’22, Tiger King ’22, 
Love is Blind ’22, Big Brother ’23; Roses: The 
Bachelor ’23, The Bachelorette ’24; Talent: 
RuPaul’s Drag Race G, X Factor ’22, The Great 
British Bake Off ’22, Master Chef ’23, So You 
Think You Can Dance ’23, The Voice ’23, 
America’s Next Top Model ’23, America’s Got 
Talent ’23, American Idol ’23; Originals: Real 
Housewives of New Jersey ’21, Keeping Up With 
The Kardashians ’21, MTV Crib ’23, Survivor ’23.

NO THOUGHTS

Head: Empty ’21.

TELETUBBIES

Noo: Po ’22, Dipsy ’22; Noo: Tinky Winky ’22, 
Laa-Laa ’23, Sun Baby ’23.

LEAGUE OF LEGENDS

Roles: Top Lane ’22, Mid Lane ’23

AMONG US

Imposters: red sus ’21, lime sus ’23, cyan 
sus  ’23; Still Sus: white ’22; Crewmates: pink 
G, black  ’21, orange ’21, purple ’21, green ’21, 
brown ’21, blue ’21, grey ’21, lavender ’22, yellow 
’22, magenta ’23.

CARD SUITS

Flop: Ace of Spades ’21, King of Hearts ’22; 
Turn: Three of Clubs ’21, Four of Diamonds ’22; 
River: Five of Spades G, Six of Hearts ’20, Seven 
of Clubs  ’22, Eight of Diamonds ’22, Nine of 
Spades  ’22, Ten of Hearts ’22, Joker ’23, Jack of 
Clubs ’23.

STANDARD MODEL PARTICLES

Scalar Bosons: Higgs Boson ’22; Some 
Vector Bosons: Photon ’21, Gluon ’23; Other: 
Charm  ’21, Strange ’21, W & Z Bosons ’22, 
Top ’22, Bottom ’22, Up ’22, Down ’23, Muon ’24., 
Tau ’24, Electron ’24, Electron Neutrino ’24, 
Muon Neutrino ’24, Tau Neutrino ’24.

SOCIAL MEDIAS

Originals: MySpace ’22, Facebook ’22; Newbies: 
Twitter ’21, Instagram ’21, Snapchat ’21, TikTok 
’21, Ask.fm ’22, VSCO ’23.

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

Google: AlphaFold ’22.

LESSER KNOWN TAYLOR SWIFT SONGS

Invisible ’74, Mary’s Song ’84, I’d Lie ’91, Stay 
Beautiful ’93, The Outside ’98, Cold As You ’00, 
Tied Together with a Smile ’01, Untouchable ’02, 
Superstar ’02, You’re Not Sorry SM ’03, The Way 
I Loved You ’06, Come In With the Rain  ’06, 
Never Grow Up ’06, Innocent ’07, Haunted  ’07, 
Superman ’08, Treacherous ’08, I Almost Do ’08, 
The Last Time ’09, Starlight ’09, Come Back...
Be Here ’09, Girl At Home ’10, I Wish You 
Would ’11, How You Get The Girl ’12, Clean ’12, 
Wonderland  ’13, You Are In Love  ’13, I Did 
Something Bad ’13, Dress ’14, This Is Why We 
Can’t Have Nice Things ’14, Getaway Car  ’15, 
Cruel Summer ’15, I Think He Knows  ’16, 
Paper Rings ’16, Death By A Thousand Cuts ’16, 
It’s Nice To Have A Friend ’17, Daylight ’17, 
Afterglow ’17, mirrorball ’17, this is me trying ’17, 
mad woman  ’19, illicit affairs ’19, hoax ’20, 
invisible string.

PARASITES

Apicomplexans: Plasmodium G, Toxoplasma 
’21, Cryptosporidium ’21.

THIS WEEK’S PROCRASTINATORS

Monkes: 90 Day Fiancé ’22, Big Brother ’23; 
Monka5: Bachelorette ’24; Smooth Brain: Higgs 
Boson ’22, Photon ’21, Gluon ’23, Electron ’24, 
Electron Neutrino ’24, Muon Neutrino ’24, Tau 
Neutrino ’24
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By Hark Mayes

In a devious plot that 'rst began to un-
fold when the Stud Subway closed and that 
was catalyzed by their development of the 
COVID-19 virus, MIT Housing and Residen-
tial Services (HRS) and Dining have skill-
fully masterminded the implementation of 
universal meal plans and cultural homoge-
neity across the undergraduate residences. 
I will prove in this op-ed that it was HRS and 
MIT Dining who caused the coronavirus 
pandemic to further their agenda by point-
ing out a series of highly improbable coin-
cidences and pieces of irrefutable evidence 
showing that, while the rest of the world has 
su"ered, HRS and Dining have been the 
sole bene'ciaries of COVID-19.

My 'rst piece of evidence comes from 
articles published in %e Tech — MIT’s in-
competent student newspaper which has 
failed to uncover and expose the wrong-
doings of HRS and Dining — in January 
2020. 

On Jan. 23, 2020, %e Tech published an 
article titled “Frozen yogurt machine in-
stalled on second 8oor of student center.” 
!e article states that the machine was 'rst 
installed in December 2019, coinciding ex-
actly with the dates of discovery of the 'rst 
few coronavirus cases in China. O"ering 
rotating 8avor options including strawber-
ry and mocha and enticing toppings such 
as rainbow sprinkles and choco crunch, 
as well as constantly displaying adorably 
unintelligible alien cartoons and making 
random noises, the frozen yogurt robot 
was clearly planted in the student center by 
HRS and Dining to distract the ingenious 
MIT community from the true problem at 
hand: the rising number of COVID-19 cas-
es and its transmission across the United 
States.

Rather than further examine the suspi-
cious appearance of the frozen yogurt ma-
chine and how it could be connected with 
HRS and Dining’s heinous plans, %e Tech 
compounded upon the issue, publishing 
a Jan. 29, 2020 article titled “Coronavi-
rus outbreak poses ‘no identi'ed risk to 
the MIT community.’” !is blasphemous 
article gave MIT community members a 
false sense of security, blinding them from 
the indisputable fact that COVID-19 is an 
outright and targeted attack on MIT stu-
dents’ ability to decide whether they want 
to purchase a meal plan or not. However, 
falling for the guiles of the frozen yogurt 
robot and the propaganda distributed by 
%e Tech, MIT students became prey to the 
voracious, all-consuming evil of HRS and 
Dining.

!is façade all came crashing down in 
March, when MIT students were forced out 
of their dorms and sent away in an enor-
mous de-densi'cation e"ort. !e sadness 
and frustration we felt at being asked to va-
cate our communities were an extremely 
e"ective distraction from the larger plot by 
HRS and Dining, who even took the oppor-
tunity to console us by refunding our hous-
ing fees and meal plans on “a pro-rated ba-
sis.” By playing hero when our lives felt as 
if they were falling apart, HRS and Dining 
immorally led us to believe that they were 
on our side when the exact opposite was 
true.

In the next months, inundated by re-
mote schoolwork, town halls, and dis-
tressing news about the spread of the 
pandemic, MIT students rarely had a mo-
ment to think about the true perpetrators 
of their su"ering, but as summer arrived, 
it became increasingly clear to me whose 
agenda COVID-19 serves. Separated from 
their classmates across the country and 
the globe, MIT students were desperate to 
return to campus and to see the halls and 
rooms of their dorms, once 'lled with joy-
ful conversation and collaboration but now 
empty of anything but Purell. HRS and Din-
ing took advantage of this pure desperation 
and began to scheme.

When the email about MIT’s fall plans 
was 'nally sent, the conspiracy was written 
all over it. No access to any residence halls 
but the one you live in? Only being able to 
occupy pre-approved pod spaces? All stu-
dents required to purchase a meal plan? 
HRS and Dining had underhandedly forced 
seniors to accept all these conditions in re-
turn for being allowed to see their dorms 
one last time. Sure, they subsidized both 
housing and meal plan costs, but students 
cannot overlook the fact that the true cost 
was their autonomy over where they could 
move and the food they could eat.

!e plot continued to congeal when 
%e Tech 'nally sort of did its job de-
cently and published an article Sept. 24, 
2020 suggesting that the existence of be-
loved and staple retail dining locations 
in the student center was in question. 
“Anna’s Taqueria, Cafe Spice, Shinkansen, 
and Shawarma Shack remain closed. La 
Verde’s has not given MIT Dining ‘a time-
line for their reopening,’” the article tolled 
the death knell of these restaurants, so 
heavily relied upon by students for get-
ting food that wasn’t from the dining halls 
or for spending the only good part of the 
meal plan, dining dollars. Moreover, Din-
ing no longer saw any use for the frozen 
yogurt robot and cruelly disposed of it, 

just another innocent pawn in HRS and 
Dining’s conniving game of chess. With-
out these dependable and cherished in-
stitutions, it wouldn’t be long until MIT 
students had no choice but to turn to the 
meal plan for the most basic component 
of survival: food.

I was further convinced of the unscru-
pulous plan when MIT’s decision on un-
dergraduates allowed back on campus for 
Spring 2021 was released. !ree class years. 
New Vassar open. All required to purchase 
the meal plan. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner 
served in every dorm, dining hall or not. I 
was aghast. Again, HRS and Dining crook-
edly denied even the illusion of choice, 
fooling three times the number of people 
they had in the fall. Not only that, but they 
had also collaborated such that dining 
halls were slowly encroaching upon all the 
dorms, including the ones that are purport-
edly cook-for-yourself.

!e housing assignment process further 
solidi'ed my fear of the powers that HRS 
and Dining possess. Again, students were 
limited to pod interactions, and in conver-
sations with peers discussing rankings and 
staple groups for the housing form, I identi-
'ed a common thread, particularly among 
the innocent, unknowing 'rst-years, of 
valuing facilities and room size above any-
thing else. Inevitably, the inability for stu-
dents to socialize or to properly preserve 
communities during the COVID-19 pan-
demic had resulted in them viewing the 
dorms simply as monotonous places to 
live, rather than the warm and individual 
homes for wonderful and colorful commu-
nities of people. 

Previously, I had wondered if anyone 
would want to live in the culturally am-
biguous, completely unde'ned dorm 
New Vassar once it opened. Now, my 
questions were answered; it didn’t mat-
ter. All the dorms have been reduced to 
the number of windows or square feet in 
rooms, the niceness of the bathrooms, or 
the availability of common spaces, objec-
tive measures of quality that could never 
fully capture the vibrancy that once occu-
pied the spaces.

!is was all orchestrated by the du-
plicitous HRS and Dining, who knew that 
all it took was a worldwide pandemic to 
rip away MIT students’ autonomy over 
food and the distinguishing features of 
the dorms to progress toward a dystopian 
future where every undergraduate resi-
dence hall looks the same and every stu-
dent is subscribed to the meal plan.

GUEST COLUMN

How MIT HRS and Dining did COVID
!e fall of Shinkansen and the rise of New Vassar

!e frozen yogurt robot 
was clearly planted 
in the student center 
by HRS and Dining to 
distract the ingenious 
MIT community from 
the true problem at 
hand.

By playing hero when 
our lives felt as if they 
were falling apart, HRS 
and Dining immorally 
led us to believe that 
they were on our 
side when the exact 
opposite was true.

Sure, they subsidized 
both housing and meal 
plan costs, but students 
cannot overlook the 
fact that the true cost 
was their autonomy 
over where they could 
move and the food they 
could eat.
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ACROSS
1. ____ Battery
3. What you wish your transcript 

looked like
7. American Airlines
8. Exclamation when crying
10. American Automobile 

Association
11. Record used to !nd the IP 

address of a computer
12. Alcoholics Anonymous
14. English pronunciation of  
“啊啊啊”

15. Vowel commonly sung in choral 
music

16. American Academy of 
Anesthesiology Assistants

DOWN
1. First letter of the alphabet
2. Exclamation when you forget to 

submit a PSET
4. Complementary strand to a 

chain of 5 thymine amino acids
5. Representation of two 

homozygous alleles in a 
Punnett Square

6. Typing when only the ‘a’ key 
works

9. Exclamation when screaming
13. Common poetry rhyming 

scheme
14. 01000001, twice

AAAAAAAAA! by AAAAA
Solution, page 13 a a a

a a a
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On-campus Bingo
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Make Your Own Mask

In
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rt
 S

tr
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g 
H

er
e Insert String H

ere

Instructions: Color in the mask. Cut out and fold accordingly.

CLUES
POTUS46
Criminal Minds star
He has 5 F•R•I•E•N•D•S

mini lady
stripper XXL
cat dad
ex-worst-ever prod editor

funny haha man
the worst of the three brothers
the swiftest
Spotify could never

short king
In"uencer
ɜɥɢɹɬɟɥɶɧɵɣ�ɱɟɥɨɜɟɤ
joe mama

who’s joe by ‘seph
Solution, page 13
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By Anonymous Beaver

My anxiety is chronic, but this class is 
iconic.

I’ve never seen someone so openly trash 
the Red Sox and have numbers to back it 
up. Bold move, Kelner, but… you did this 
for what? 

An accurate rendition of Mark Bear 
giving a lecture about why the brain 
needs sleep while I consider pulling an 
all-nighter:

Mark: Girl, don’t do it. It’s not worth it.
Me: I’m not gonna do it, girl. I’m just 

thinking about it.
Me: …I did it.

A 94 for an A? #at wasn’t very cash 
money of you.

It has all the qualities of a good remote 
class: real-time Dropbox notes, recorded 
lectures, an awesome professor. #e prob-
lem is, it’s a lot harder than that Algebra 1 
class I took in middle school. Disappointed, 
but not surprised.

Haha! I like it but not a lot.

I don’t like it. 

★★★☆☆

6.036 Introduction 
to Machine 
Learning
Directed by Boning

Starring weekly quizzes

Rated PG-13 for No Reason 
(go take 6.034 for the PG 
version), Now Playing

8 TekTok Thursday, December 10, 2020

★★★★☆

18.600 Probability 
and Random 
Variables
Directed by Jonathan 
Kelner

Starring Jonathan Kelner 
on 2x speed

Rated Probably PG, Now 
Playing

★★★☆☆

9.01 Introduction to 
Neuroscience
Directed by Bear(s. Beets. 
Battlestar Galactica)

Once again, starring 
weekly quizzes (and 
weekly regrades)

Rated R for guy stepping 
on thumbtacks in his 
birthday suit, Now 
Playing

★★★★☆

2.S009 Special 
Subject in 
Mechanical 
Engineering
Directed by Wallace!

Screenplay by Wallace!

Starring Wallace!

Rated Not 2.009, Now 
Playing

★★★★☆

18.701 Algebra I
Directed by Bjorn “I have 
a big mouth” Poonen

Screenplay by Artin

Also starring weekly 
quizzes

Rated S for Sylow, Now 
Playing

★★☆☆☆

20.110 
Thermodynamics 
of Biomolecular 
Systems
Directed by Birnbaum 
and Voigt

Starring “oh, so close”

Rated G for Gibbs, Now 
Playing

CLASS REVIEW

We took Zoom classes so you didn’t 
have to
Just kidding. You had to take them too

ALBUM REVIEW

Ariana Grande’s Positions is about 
Jesus, not sex
Pay attention because this is all the education we need

By Vacay Bibble Soul

It’s no secret that Ariana Grande is a 
Catholic icon. She is of Italian descent, which 
means everything she does must be 4rst ap-
proved by Pope Francis. Grande recently re-
leased her album Positions, on Oct. 30, 2020, 
and many fans think that this is an evolution 
away from her more family-friendly pop 
music persona. However, though the album 
may seem to be about an exploration of sex, 
only the truly chaste will realize that it is a 
heavily Christian, pop-inspired album.

#e title track, “positions,” starts by 
mentioning heaven, then that she wants to 
meet her boyfriend’s mother on a Sunday. 
Heaven is, by de4nition, a Christian con-
cept of the afterlife, and meeting the family 
by going to church together on a Sunday is 
de4nitely a great move to impress the future 
in-laws. However, when she says, “Know 
my love is in4nite, nothin’ I wouldn’t do,” 
it is a direct allusion to Jesus Christ, whose 
love for us was so great that there was noth-
ing he wouldn’t do, including die on the 
cross. #at reveals who exactly is switching 

the positions: Jesus Christ. As part of the 
Holy Trinity, his essence is always switch-
ing between the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit.

Grande released the second single, 
“34+35” on the same day as the album. 
While many fans have noticed that the sum 
of 34 and 35 is 69, which is a pseudonym for 
a sex position, it is more important to look 
at the other combination of those num-
bers. Speci4cally, the di8erence between 
34 and 35 is one. Who is #e One? Jesus 
Christ, the one and only Son of God who 
was sent to save us. He is also our “Safety 
Net” for when we commit sins, like speak-
ing of adultery.

Moving to “love language,” let’s discuss 
how Jesus is the only person who is capable 
of embodying all 4ve love languages. With 
his physical touch, Jesus can heal the blind, 
the deaf, and lepers. He spends quality time 
with his disciples and teaches them how to 
become better people. Jesus almost always 
speaks in words of a9rmation, supporting 
those who are lost and guiding them back to 
heaven. His acts of service include continu-
ously traveling to serve the least fortunate 
and giving back to underrepresented com-
munities. Lastly, Jesus always knew that the 
greatest gift he could give us was his life, and 
he willingly gave it to us.

In “just like magic,” Grande concludes 
the chorus with “Take my pen and write 
some love letters to heaven,” again referenc-
ing the Christian ideology of the afterlife. 
In addition, Jesus was able to perform acts 
that seemed magical to the people around 

him, like walking on water, turning water 
to wine, and coming back from the dead. 
#e miracles that he performed could not 
be described in any other way, until he ex-
plained that he was a literal god. Only then 
did humanity realize its :aws and double 
down on its need to commit sin.

Grande also writes about a snap in “just 
like magic,” which is a clear allusion to #e 
Snap of #anos in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe (MCU). Half of the population was 
turned to dust, meaning they were sent to 
heaven (or hell). #ere is not enough space 
to explain all the ways in which Grande’s al-
bum re:ects the characters of the MCU, or 
how those characters all embody our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, but if you look for 
the signs, they are there.

MATTHEW MARK LUKE AND JOHN

Our one and only Lord and Savior,  
Ariajesus Christde.

Positions
Ariana Grande

Republic Records

Oct. 30, 2020

Top Artist:
Zoom  
Lecture  
but it’s  
at 2x  
speed

Wrapped

20
20

1.0x
1.25x
1.5x
2.0x

Your
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LAB SPOTLIGHT

!ese MIT labs study power structures and infectious 
disease
How their own community members became the best subjects

By Crown Venom.

1e Fuqyu Lab and the Kohved Lab 
study two very diverging 2elds: how pow-
er structures in3uence behavior and the 
spread of infectious disease. However, 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, they 
joined forces to look at the impacts of au-
thority on reporting mask violations.

Ove Irslept, a graduate student from the 
Fuqyu Lab, explained that oftentimes, em-
ployees are unwilling to report their bosses 
when they commit crimes, for fear of ret-
ribution. As the saying goes, “snitches get 
stitches.” Students are much more vulner-
able, even unwilling to contradict an arith-
metic mistake in their professors’ classes 
because of the perceived power dynamic 
between a tenured MIT faculty member 
and a lowly undergraduate student.

“We wanted to see how students would 
react to a professor blatantly disregard-
ing safety protocols established for CO-
VID-19, since this is something that seri-
ously concerns their own well-being,” said 
Irslept. “It’s important that students feel 
comfortable reporting violations that put 
their own safety at risk, and any emotional 
manipulation on the part of the professors 
should be corrected.”

What they found was signi2cantly more 
interesting than what they were expect-
ing. Although economics professor Joshua 
Angrist was placed in a COVID-19 trial in 
the Kohved Lab, he continued to teach his 
undergraduate class this semester. With-
out giving Angrist speci2c instructions 
to do so, he wore his mask incorrectly in 
class, often with both his nose and mouth 

exposed. 1is provided more than enough 
data for the Kohved Lab to gather data on 
the spread due to water particles leaving 
facial ori2ces. 

Members of the Fuqyu Lab were also 
pleasantly surprised to see that Angrist 
employed all the textbook intimidation 
tactics without prompting, such as cold-
calling students, taking o5 points for leav-
ing the Zoom view, even for a bathroom 
break, and telling a student that a ques-
tion they found di6cult was “the easiest 
question.” 

Now what they waited for was a report. 
1ere were students taking the class in-
person, as well as remotely. Irslept expect-
ed at least one person to report Angrist, 
yet it took an entire month for an anony-
mous report to be 2led. Irslept explained 
that some factors in the delay could in-
clude, “fear of retribution, gaslighting, and 
di6culty of 2nding EthicsPoint.” MIT’s 
COVID-19 violation reporting system, a 
third-party company called EthicsPoint, 
is not publicized at all and very di6cult to 
navigate. 

Both the Kohved Lab and the Fuqyu 
Lab were able to publish their 2ndings in 
reputed journals, but many questions re-
main. Jon Kohved, a leading epidemiolo-
gist and infectious disease expert, noted 
that data remains to be gathered about the 
spread of COVID-19 with properly masked 
professors. Irslept will 2nish his degree 
soon and hopes to study how one report 
can lead to the breakdown of perceived 
walls of power like in this case study. Both 
labs look forward to the next pandemic to 
converge research paths again.

AN ANONYMOUS STUDENT — TEKTOK

MIT community members were not at all encouraged to report mask violations 
through EthicsPoint.



By 6.009 TA

!e Division of Student Life 
(DSL) and the Electrical Engi-
neering and Computer Science 
(EECS) department collaborated 
to organize MIT Reboot, a series 
of activities held Dec. 1–8 meant to 
“recharge” MIT community mem-
bers’ “minds and bodies,” Vice 
President and Dean for Student 
Life Suzy Nelson wrote in an email 
to TekTok.

Led by Nelson and Adam 
Hartz ’11, a senior lecturer in EECS, 
MIT Reboot included various 
events designed to “repair, recover, 
and refresh” students, faculty, and 
sta& experiencing technical dif-
%culties during a remote semester 
caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

Nelson wrote that faculty re-
ported students being “slow and 
unresponsive” or “randomly shut-
ting o&” when asked to participate 

in class and appeared “blank or 
frozen” in class. In addition, Nelson 
heard student feedback that profes-
sors were “constantly restarting” 
their sentences, making “strange 
noises,” and “not uploading” as-
signments properly.

After reading these accounts, 
Nelson felt that it was necessary 
to provide support and enlisted 
Hartz’s help.

Nelson described Hartz in her 
email as a kind, patient, and ca-
pable instructor, citing MIT Confes-
sions and MIT Confessions but it’s 
MIT People posts including “Adam 
Hartz is the best person at MIT and 
no one shall convince me other-
wise,” “Adam Hartz is the fastest 
Pythoner in the West,” “LITERAL 
SUCH AMAZING AND PATIENT 
GODS. D,DSVFV;MDFKBFB adam 
hartz,” and “Who is Adam Hartz? 
in math: my solution        in history: 
my king            in art: my muse        in 

science: my oxygen       in geogra-
phy: my world         ”

“It’s no wonder that ‘Hartz’ and 
‘hearts’ are homophones,” Nelson 
added. “With his technical exper-
tise and caring demeanor, I thought 
Adam was the perfect person to 
help organize MIT Reboot.”

Hartz helped Nelson develop 
various troubleshooting techniques 
in the form of Reboot events to ad-
dress the issues faced by MIT com-
munity members.

!e most popular event, which 
saw participation from 80% of all 
MIT community members, in-
volved turning individuals o& and 
then back on again. Professor Robe 
Ott reported feeling immediately 
more responsive after the event, 
“I don’t think I’ve functioned this 
properly since getting my memory 
replaced and oil changed.”

X Æ A-Xii ’24 told TekTok, “!is 
turning o& and back on technique 

is totally foolproof. I use it when-
ever I’m feeling slow, and it im-
mediately brings me back to full 
power.”

Another event involved unplug-
ging and disconnecting for a full day 
to allow for recuperation and saw 
57% participation. Cam Puter ’22 
told TekTok that while “I was able to 
accomplish absolutely nothing out 
of my %ve psets, two weekly quizzes, 
and a paper draft that I planned on 
working on that day,” it left her feel-
ing refreshed the next day.

For members of the community 
feeling particularly dim, MIT also 
loaned out LCD bulbs that they 
could use to restore their usual 
brightness.

!e %nal event of MIT Reboot, 
meant for particularly frustrated 
students, faculty, and sta&, was in-
spired by percussive maintenance, 
and participants were encouraged 
to gently yet %rmly bang their heads 

against a hard surface until they felt 
better. 

Brutus Force ’22 told TekTok 
that the event left him feeling like 
a brand new person. “!e event 
allowed me to optimize my per-
formance on my work. It felt like 
something in my head lodged into 
the correct place and gave me com-
plete focus.”

Nelson wrote that she considers 
MIT Reboot a huge success. “!e 
SARS-CoV-2 virus has left many 
members of the community feel-
ing isolated,” but she hopes “we can 
all now feel a sense of togetherness 
after participating in these events.”

Hartz wrote in an email to Tek-
Tok that while it is unfortunate that 
at present, there is no reliable SARS-
CoV-2 antivirus available, he hopes 
that students will be able to install 
one by the end of 2021 so that it will 
be safer to hold classes in person, 
making MIT Reboot unnecessary.
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MIT Reboot leaves members of the MIT community 
feeling good as new
Incredibly e%ective event involves turning students and faculty o% and then back on again

FBI raids MIT mailing lists after misreading spam as scam
Agents uncover nearly 100 cryptic single-word messages

By Plont

An anonymous tip forwarded 
to the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) suggested evidence of a 
scam involving at least 2,000 MIT 
students via a complex network of 
mailing lists known primarily as 
“dormspam.” 

After a thorough investigation — 
lasting one full week and involving 
the search and seizure of several 
email threads, particularly one with 
subject line “Important Announce-
ment” — the FBI discovered that it 

had misread the initial tip, which 
claimed to have evidence of “spam,” 
not “scam.” However, due to the 
manpower and tax dollars sunk into 
the investigation, the FBI published 
a lengthy report on its %ndings.

Ivan Stigator, the agent who led 
the search, wrote in the report that 
after submitting the documents for 
forensic review, an expert created a 
word cloud using all the messages 
that had been sent in the mailing 
list. “We discovered that a single 
word stood out from the others: 
unsubscribe.”

Stigator said in an interview 
with TekTok that he had never seen 
a single word occur so many times 
in a single email thread and that the 
results were unprecedented from 
a forensics perspective. Moreover, 
a vast majority of messages in the 
thread were composed of just the 
word “unsubscribe” and nothing 
else.

Prior to realizing that the mes-
sages sent on the thread were spam, 
Stigator believed the scam to be 
connected to a paid media sub-
scription service and questioned 

MIT’s school newspaper "e Tech 
on its involvement before %nding 
that "e Tech had no subscribers.

Upon consulting with a linguist, 
an etymologist, and a philologist, 
the FBI considered various de%ni-
tions of “unsubscribe” that could be 
related to the possible scam, result-
ing in investigations on YouTuber 
subscriber counts for cases of mass 
unsubscription and a bagel-of-the-
month subscription service.

Stigator said that when an FBI 
intern suggested the message could 
relate to unsubscribing from the 

mailing list, he “heavily doubted 
it,” but after following the lead, he 
quickly realized that this was the 
case.

Stigator wrote in the report, 
“Rather than a scam, we found 
that the mailing list was %lled with 
spam, as suggested by the initial 
tip. Students from the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology were 
deceived to believe that sending an 
email containing the word ‘unsub-
scribe’ would permit them to no 
longer receive messages from the 
mailing list.”
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CURRENT AFFECTION

Small Romantic Tales: ‘My heart rate jumped as 
fast as the Zoom stocks did’
Current Affection in miniature, featuring reader-submitted tales of no more than 100 
words

Best Friend
I could not have made it through this se-

mester without my best friend. She always 
checked in on me when I was feeling down 
and sat with me through all of my classes. 
Whether I was at the 9,372th position in the 
009 queue or submitting my assignments 
on Canvas three seconds late, my best 
friend was there, cheering me on. 4e only 
problem is that she is much more popular 
than I am in class. Everyone just wants to 
see my dog.

—Hew Mann

Camera Control
After weeks pinning his video on Zoom 

during class, he requested control of my 
camera. My heart rate jumped as fast as the 
Zoom stocks did. I didn’t know our relation-
ship would be moving this fast, but I was 
anything but upset. Without even as much as 
one private message, he had gotten the mes-
sage. With the dumbest smile on my face, I 
clicked accept. 4is was the kind of fairy tale 
that the pretty girls got, not me, who rolled 
out of bed three seconds before I would be 
slightly too late. He zoomed in on my nose.

—Sue Spension

Door Dasher
You dropped o5 my food. I saw you 

through the peephole in my front door, but 
we made eye contact. I just know it. 4en 
you texted me, “Dropped o5 on porch,” and 
if that isn’t the most romantic thing I’ve ever 
seen, then I don’t know what is. I caught 
your license plate, but it was a company 
car, so it probably wasn’t yours anyways. I’ll 
keep ordering food so we can maybe meet 
again in the future, because I know you’re 
the one. You’re my McDonald’s-bearing 
angel.

—Craig Slist

Joseph Robinette
What a wonderful guy. I can’t believe 

I’m saying this, but he was my only hope. 
I didn’t believe in him, but he believed in 
himself. He only barely succeeded, and I 
never thought of him as all that, but there’s 
just something wonderful about turning 
a new page. 4at new page may be full of 
broken promises, but at least the promises 
were made to placate my temporary activ-
ism phase. I can’t think of another presi-
dent who I’d want to disappoint me for the 
next four years.

—Eve Ryone

HARVARD X MIT

A better team than expected
The epic beginnings of a neighbors to lovers romance

By Destiel Drarry

MIT’s insu5erable neighbor was at it 
again; the incessant thumping from the 
other side of the wall in the form of several 
sets of uneven footsteps against carpeted 
6oor, completely out of sync with the puls-
ing music that MIT could practically feel 
through the wall. It was as if they needed a 
daily reminder that their neighbor was con-
stantly doing something or with someone 
while MIT spent most of their time working 
alone on their latest startup venture, a block-
chain data mining application with machine 
learning and cloud computing integrations. 
4ere was still so much left to do.

With a sigh, MIT turned onto their side, 
felt around for their headphones, pulled 
them over their ears, and got to work. If 
it weren’t for their near-nocturnal sleep 
habits, MIT would have moved out of 
this room months ago, but in a way, Har-
vard’s notable presence on the other side 
of the wall kept MIT up for their regular 
all-nighters.

MIT typed away on VSCode, making the 
occasional Git commit and whittling away 
at the nighttime hours, when they heard a 
faint tapping out of their left ear. Not one 
to get any work done while distracted, 
MIT slipped their headphones down and 
around their neck, stood up from their 
chair, and checked the door.

Looking through the peephole, MIT 
caught a quick glance of Harvard: embroi-
dered grey Patagonia with the zipper half-
done, chiseled jawline, artfully tousled 
chocolate brown hair, gas 7re blue eyes, 
and all. MIT would be lying if they said their 
heart didn’t hiccup a bit. Since moving in 
at the start of the year, MIT had engaged 
in no more than three conversations with 
their neighbor, and though there wasn’t 
much to say about Harvard’s personality — 
pretentious, arti7cial, and egotistic — they 
couldn’t deny that there was something 
captivating about his objectively attractive 
exterior.

Shaking their head at the thought, MIT 
pulled open the door and was greeted by a 
scarily white, wide smile. “Hey, whatcha up 
to?”

MIT took a second to parse the ques-
tion, somewhat disbelieving that Harvard 
was actually talking to them, before coming 
up with a seemingly nonchalant response. 
“Just work. What about you?”

Harvard’s smile folded into a smirk, 
and he stretched his words deliberately as 
if talking to a younger sibling. “I was try-
ing to sleep.” MIT made mental note of the 
fact that the sun was already on its way up, 
glowing rays sneaking in from the hall-
way window and outlining Harvard’s tall 

form in something akin to a halo, but said 
nothing.

“And you’ve been typing awfully loud-
ly,” Harvard continued, resting a shoulder 
against the door frame.

MIT resisted the urge to roll their eyes, 
recalling the voices and music blasting 
from Harvard’s room just hours ago. “Like 
I said, I was working.”

“Have you ever considered working a 
bit more quietly?” Harvard edged slightly 
closer, his shoulder brushing past the door 
frame. MIT could smell his heavy cologne; 
the overwhelmingly woody scent made 
MIT feel a bit lightheaded as they stum-
bled back a step. “Uh, no, I um de7nitely 
hadn’t thought of that. I guess I’ll try typing 
slower?”

Harvard’s chuckle caught MIT by sur-
prise, deep but warm and tinged with 
amusement. “Just kidding. It wasn’t that 
loud. I was actually wondering if you could 
do me a favor.”

It was slightly surreal that after so 
many months living in the same place 
and separated only by a remarkably thin 
wall that Harvard was just now mak-
ing pleasant conversation with MIT and 
even asking them for a favor. As much as 
MIT wanted to respond with a “sorry, I’m 
busy” or just close the door on Harvard’s 
infuriatingly handsome, righteous face, 
curiosity got the best of them. “What kind 
of favor?”

“You know the landlord?” Ah yes, the 
landlord. MIT wanted to say that Harvard 
was the worst part about living in their 
apartment, but if they had to be honest, 
their landlord ICE was another beyond 
unbearable. Between refusing to let guests 
in without 7rst con7scating their IDs and 
phones, completely ignoring requests for 
simple repairs, and constantly suggesting 
raises in facility costs without justi7cation, 
ICE was the de7nition of unreasonable and 
incompetent.

“Yeah, what about him?”
“When I 7rst signed the lease for this 

place, we had an agreement that pets were 
okay, as long as they don’t stand taller than 
my waist.” MIT chanced a look at Harvard’s 
waist, tapering up from his unfairly long 
legs.

“I remember saying that I was okay with 
pets too.”

“Exactly, but last week, I ran into ICE 
and let him know I was planning to adopt a 
dog, and he said that he wasn’t letting ten-
ants keep pets anymore even though being 
able to have a pet was written out as part 
of the lease.” 4at sounded like ICE. Go-
ing back on his word or making unfair de-
cisions with no explanation were chronic 
habits to him.

“Sounds suboptimal, but how am I sup-
posed to help?”

“You’re smart right?”
And this was how MIT found themself 

seated in a glen plaid couch in Harvard’s 
room, taking in various athletics trophies 
and medals unceremoniously stacked 
upon a shelf of books that didn’t appear 
to have ever been touched. Harvard typed 
something quickly at his desk before pick-
ing up his laptop and striding across the 
room to where MIT sat. Settling down right 
beside MIT on the couch, Harvard handed 
them the laptop, opened to a screen littered 
with legal jargon.

“I’m guessing you’re better with num-
bers than words, but help me out with this. 
I need to make my case that this is a viola-
tion of the lease conditions by noon, but 
I’m getting a headache looking at all these 
words.”

Harvard leaned over MIT’s shoulder to 
scroll through the document, the warmth 
of his closeness making MIT’s face heat. 
“Here’s what was written in the lease. I’m 
thinking we can …” MIT zoned out as Har-
vard continued talking with seemingly no 
end. 4ey could feel the rapidly accelerat-
ing beat of their heart, stimulated by Har-
vard’s body over theirs as the balsam scent 
of his cologne enveloped the air immedi-
ately surrounding MIT. As he spoke, Har-
vard was practically breathing into MIT’s 
ear, and it took all of MIT’s willpower to not 
involuntarily shiver.

It wasn’t until Harvard 7nally moved 
away, so that MIT could take a look at the 
documents on their own, that they 7nally 

let out a shaky breath. Why was this hap-
pening to them? 

Distinctly aware of Harvard’s gaze on 
them, MIT spent the next few hours on 
Overleaf drafting a rigorous argument 
against ICE’s refusal to let Harvard keep 
a maltipoo in the apartment. From time 
to time, Harvard checked up on MIT’s 
progress, giving them heart palpitations 
every time he stood a little too close or 
brushed his hand against MIT’s while 
switching around the order of words in the 
document.

By the time the clock hit noon, MIT 
had been awake for more than 20 hours 
but didn’t feel the least bit tired. Harvard’s 
presence had kept them more alert than a 
triple shot energy drink. With the printed 
argument in his hand, Harvard o5ered his 
other to MIT, who hesitantly took it as they 
stood up from the couch. 4e momentary 
direct contact with Harvard’s smooth yet 
7rm hand had MIT feeling o5-balance long 
after they let go.

In fact, MIT was still disoriented at the 
kitchen table where Harvard did all the 
talking with ICE about the argument. 4ey 
were too dazed to even celebrate when the 
two of them walked back to their rooms af-
ter overturning ICE’s decision.

MIT felt like they were 6oating semi-
consciously when they were greeted with 
the most life-changingly charming wake up 
slap in the face as Harvard turned toward 
MIT before entering his room and shot a 
devastating wink in their direction, “Turns 
out, we make a better team than expected, 
huh?” 

DESTIEL DRARRY — TEKTOK

It doesn’t take long for housemates on a six-month lease to become partners for 
life.

What frog are 
you?Rafael

Cindy

Ian Suzy

Cecilia
Martin


