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MIT’s endowment
swells, MIT
prepares to send

Reif to the moon
Shrek 5 receives a budget of $500
billion and will be rewritten to

take place at MIT

By Dogecoin Stonks

MIT announced a giant increase
in its endowment in fiscal year 2021,
rising 420% from $49 billion in 2020
to $69 trillion in 2021. President L.
Rafael Reif wrote in a letter to the
MIT community that with its newly
embiggened endowment, the Insti-
tute plans to fund a solo space trip
for Reif, as well as pay DreamWorks
Animation to have Shrek 5 take place
at MIT.

Of the endowment, about 99%
are restricted funds, funds desig-
nated by the donor for a specific
purpose, including salaries and
wages, departments and research,

and loud construction projects to
keep undergraduates awake at all
hours.

The remaining one percent —
a scant $690 billion — constitutes
MIT’s unrestricted funds, which it
may spend on anything.

Reif wrote in his letter, “This is a
once-in-a-generation  opportunity,
and we must use the funds in a way
that inspires big ideas and builds
a stronger MIT at a time when the
world needs breakthroughs in sci-
ence more than ever” Therefore, $500
million of the unrestricted funds will
be put towards rewriting the upcom-
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The unrestricted funds resulting from MIT’s endowment surge will be spent sending Reif to space
and funding a Shrek 5 that takes place at MIT.

KS STUDIO

MIT Medical reports 88,473,838 negative COVID-19

tests during Fall 2021

Stuopid: You gotta pump those numbers up; those are rookie numbers’

By MITthew McMoneymoves

With the semester coming to a
close, The Shrech spoke with MIT
Medical about COVID-19 testing
during Fall 2021, the rate of trans-
mission at MIT, and the level of risk
for the MIT community.

The Shrech was surprised to find
that the positivity rate on campus
was a healthy 0%, both overall and
for each of the 17 weeks of testing
during the semester. However, af-
ter some investigation, The Shrech
found that each week, the number
of test results reported was signifi-

FINSTA GRAMMER—THE SHRECH
Mark Zuckerberg gave a surprise lecture about Meta to a 6.0001
class taking place in 26-100.

IN SHORT

Lord Farquaad.

Send your condolences for his premature passing to theaver@mit.edu.

cantly greater than the population
on campus.

On average, MIT Medical’s
dashboard reported the results
of around 5.2 million COVID-19
tests per week, when the expected
number of weekly tests — given
the campus population and testing

cadence for students and staff — is
actually around 33,000. The largest
number of positive COVID-19 tests
in a week was 83 for the week of
11/28-12/4, translating to a 0.25%
positivity rate for 33,000 tests;
however, MIT Medical reported
that 5,204,352 tests took place that

week, resulting in a 0% positivity
rate after rounding.

For the entire school year, the
number of positive COVID-19 tests
was 487, compared to 8,473,838
negative COVID-19 tests.

Girlboss, Page 16

Zuckerberg to teach “Intro to the
Metaverse” seminar

Meta CEO crashes 6.0001 lecture to promote new course

By Finsta Grammer
INFLUENCER

In an unabashed attempt to re-
cruit even more course 6s, Mark
Zuckerberg, CEO of Facebook
Meta announced yesterday that he
would be leading a seminar to an-
swer that burning question every-
one has: What the X&EA-12 is the
Metaverse??? “Introduction to the
Metaverse: How My Great Idea Will
Change the World and Make Me
Richer” will be a course 6-9 joint
class, with the listing 6.9420.

What’s more, in a surprise move
to generate excitement for his
course, Zuckerberg also crashed
6.0001 and did a preview of his first
seminar. The student response was
mixed; some called it enlighten-
ing, while others were more con-
fused than before. Reportedly, he
showed a presentation and spoke

about his inspiration and plans for
the Metaverse, but he kept going
off on tangents about how Capitol
Hill is wrong, Meta is not evil, and
Facebook is not contributing to the
fall of democracy, but humans are
doing that to themselves. He also
mentioned needing to “stop leaks
by any means necessary.” It is un-
clear whether he was referring to his
shower or his employees.

He then opened up for a Q&A.
One student asked Zuckerberg if he
planned on trapping people in the
Metaverse and then using their bod-
ies as batteries, or if he would just
probe their brains for personal data
to sell. Zuckerberg declined to com-
ment, but mentioned that human
batteries would be a novel source
of renewable energy. Another stu-
dent pointed out the similarities
to The Oasis from the book Ready
Player One, then asked if Zuckerberg

should really be focused on making
an escapist virtual world while the
real world is on its way to being as
apocalyptic as the one in the book.
Zuckerberg answered, “Totally! Hid-
ing from your problems is always the
best answer!”

The Shrech interviewed a few stu-
dents after class to hear their takes.
“The lecture was interesting, but
Zuckerberg was a little weird,” one
student said. “I sat in the front row,
and he, like, didn’t blink the entire
class”

“Are we in the Metaverse right
now?” another student wondered.
“Like, how would we know? What if
Zuckerberg is trying to show us the
truth and lead us into the light? How
can we be sure of our existence?” he
added before wandering off to con-
tinue his existential crisis elsewhere.

Metaverse, Page 16
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WEATHER

Swampy weather swamps

students

By Super Smash Bros Mouth

Once upon a time there was a love-
ly princess. But she had an enchant-
ment upon her of a fearful sort which
could only be broken by love’s first
kiss. She was locked away in a castle
guarded by a terrible fire-breathing
dragon. Many brave knights had at-
tempted to free her from this dread-
ful prison, but none prevailed. She
waited in the dragon’s keep in the
highest room of the tallest tower for
her true love and true love’s first kiss.
Like that’s ever gonna happen. What
a load of — Somebody once told me
the world is gonna roll me. I ain’t the

sharpest tool in the shed. She was
looking kind of dumb with her finger
and her thumb In the shape of an “I”
on her forehead. Well, the years start
coming and they don’t stop coming.
Fed to the rules, and I hit the ground
running. Didn’t make sense not to
live for fun. Your brain gets smart, but
your head gets dumb. So much to do,
so much to see. So what’s wrong with
taking the back streets? You'll never
know if you don’t go. You'll never
shine if you don’t glow. Hey now,
you're an all-star, get your game on,
go play. Hey now, you're a rock star,
get the show on, get paid. And all that
glitters is —

Extended Forecast

Get outta my swamp!

9999999°K.

pitchforks!

Today: Snowgres on the way. High around -200°K and low around
56°K. Winds might turn you into an ogress. Wait. Why do you care?

Tonight: Champagne wishes and caviar dreams.
Tomorrow: Mostly swampy. High around 23.232323°K and low around

Saturday: Swampy with a chance of meatballs. Grab your torch and

Sunday: Adequate precipitation to feed seasonally flooded rivers and
high water tables and to collect in slow-draining depressions.

Situation for Noon Eastern Time, Decemday, Thursber 9, 2021

Gigaquiz to be administered to determine
interim president while Reif is in space

Embiggenment, from Page 1

ing Shrek 5 so it takes place at MIT,
Reif concluded.

“As much as necessary” of the re-
maining $689.5 billion will be spent
on an all-inclusive vacation to space
for Reif. A leaked draft of Reif’s let-
ter also mentioned using an undis-
closed amount of unrestricted funds
to renovate East Campus into Shrek’s
swamp, but this mention was omit-
ted in the final letter sent to the MIT
community.

These uses for the funds were pri-
marily based on recommendations
from Task Force 2021 and Beyond.
The over 150 members of MIT’s staff,
students, and faculty constituting the
task force carefully read and consid-
ered thousands of proposals from
community members, brainstormed
their own ideas on how to improve
MIT, and found that the most com-
monly reoccurring suggestions
were to “make Shrek 5” and “a space
mission”

When The Shrech asked why
he thought the endowment grew
so much, Executive Vice President
and Treasurer Glen Shor said that
when MIT promised “to make Shrek
5 happen,” donations from alumni
skyrocketed, in addition to contri-
butions from a few notable donors,
whose identities Shor declined to
expose. “Let’s just say a few names
we saw rhymed with Melon Usk, Beff

Jezos, and Gill Bates.”

With a budget of half a bil-
lion dollars, Shrek 5 will be one of
the most expensive movies ever
made. In order to access this bud-
get, DreamWorks must first rewrite
the script such that the film is set at
MIT. While more details on the plot
of the film cannot be shared yet, it
is believed that Tim the Beaver will
make an appearance in a support-
ing role, and possible working titles
include Shrek Pi-ve, Shrek Chemis-
try, and Shrek and the Legend of the
Five Rings.

Reif wrote in his letter that MIT’s
primary goal for investing in Shrek 5
is to “inspire younger generations to
pursue science and research,” and to
premiere the film at the Cannes Film
Festival and “avenge the first Shrek
film,” which failed to earn the Palme
d’Orin 2001.

Reif added that he is also hopeful
the Institute will have the opportu-
nity to continue collaborating with
DreamWorks on a sixth Shrek movie.
“We’d love to have a movie set en-
tirely at the new Stephen A. Schwarz-
man College of Computing; we could
call it Shrek Course Six.”

Asfor the donations being used to
fund a voyage to space for Reif, Shor
estimates that the Institute will need
at least $33 billion for expenses such
as the design and construction of a
suitable spacecraft, bedazzled space
suits for every occasion, and the ex-

ecution of a comprehensive itinerary
that includes 19 meals per week of
dehydrated dining hall food and duct
taping an MIT pennant to the moon
before Harvard can get to it first.

The purpose of the trip is to com-
memorate Reif’s tenth anniversary
as president of MIT, but because MIT
will likely require another year to
complete the necessary preparations
for the launch, the project is current-
ly called Athena 11. During prepara-
tions, the Department of Aeronautics
and Astronautics will be required
to suspend all other activities and
assign all faculty, researchers, post-
docs, students, staff, and UROPs to
facilitate different aspects of Reif’s
journey.

The spacecraft is expected to be
launched from the basement of the
Stata Center and will land, upon re-
turn, inside the Media Lab, so that
both buildings are destroyed and
MIT has the opportunity to “rede-
sign and rebuild two of the biggest
eyesores on campus,” Shor told The
Shrech.

Once launched, the trip is expect-
ed to span the length of one Indepen-
dent Activities Period. To determine
who will serve as interim president
during that time, a gigaquiz consist-
ing of one problem set question from
every course at MIT will be admin-
istered, and the highest performer
on the quiz will be selected. All are
eligible to participate in the gigaquiz.

Sigma Chi is honored with the 2022 Pulitzer Prize for

Criticism

The Pulitzer Prize Board has
preemptively announced the
winner of the 2022 Pulitzer Prize
for Criticism as MIT’s Alpha The-
ta chapter of Sigma Chi.

The prize is being awarded
to Sigma Chi for “lively, witty,
robust, zestful, fresh, delightful,
eclectic, vivid, exuberant, am-
bitious, imaginative, eloquent,
enlightening, trenchant, shrewd,
and savvy criticism of other deep-
ly flawed fraternities and sorori-
ties at MIT”

This extraordinary step was
taken after the board was made
aware of Sigma Chi’s work at MIT
Sigma Kappa’s Late Night, an an-
nual philanthropy event involv-
ing performances from student
groups.

During their performance,

members of Sigma Chi offered a
piercing analysis on the flaws of
MIT Greek life, poking fun at the
sheep-like behavior of MIT soror-
ity members following COVID-19
policies.

Helen of Troy said in an inter-
view with The Shrech that Sigma
Chi also “smartly demonstrated
how MIT Greek life perpetuates
toxic masculinity” through its
sharp commentary.

Event organizers pulled Sigma
Chi from the stage when some
Greek life organizations were
unable to accept constructive
criticism.

Sigma Chi has since sent apol-
ogy letters to MIT Greek life or-
ganizations, leading the Pulitzer
Board to question awarding them
the prize.

Dr. Shrimp Puerto Rico, pro-
fessor of journalism at Columbia
University, said in an interview
that they were “shocked and dis-
appointed” upon hearing that
Sigma Chi had sent these letters.

However, Dr. Puerto Rico also
said that they were “relieved”
upon learning that the apology
letters were double-spaced and
only half a page long.

“This conveyed to the board
that Sigma Chi does stand by
its truth-telling, and we unani-
mously decided to announce the
award,” Puerto Rico said.

This is the only time the Prize
for Criticism winner has been an-
nounced before its correspond-
ing year since the prize was first
awarded in 1970.

—Cranjis McBasketball

Solution to MIT Atlas
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Mandatory Daily
COVID-19 Attestation

Tim Tickets

e o

Menu

( N\ ) L.
. Your last submission was
Onboarding Pass Dec 19,2001 03:12
- <\ - Are you currently experiencing
( N ( R any COVID-19 symptoms? No Yes
MIT ID Travel
In the past 10 days, have you
. J U J tested positive for COVID-19? No Yes
e N\ N
. Do you agree to adhere to all
Vaccine Spaces of MIT’s COVID-19 rules and
= No Yes
L ) U ) protocols?

( Submit )

Now don't forget to fill out your attestation and submit your test!
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Onion

(Publis) Her
Queen Lillian '21

(Editor) in Boots
Kitty Softpaws "23

(Holding out for) A Hero
Fairy Godmother '22
Gingerbread Man(aging Editor)
The Muffin Man '23

Shrek(secutive Editor)
Shrek '23

DRONKEY FAMILY

Parents: Donkey 23, Dragon '24; Extended
Family: Donkey Senior '23, Noble Steed '24;
Dronkeys: Debbie '22, Coco '23, Bananas 23,
Peanut '24, Parfait 24, Eclair '24; Constellations:
Bloodnut the Flatulent ’21, The Group of
Hunters '23, Kabby '24.

B

Shrek’s Children: Felicia ’'22, Farkle ’'23,
Fergus '24; Frogs: King Harold G, Miss Frog '22,
Frog '22, Fiona '23, Ruthie '24, Singing Frog '24,
Frog Balloon '24, Pepe ’'24, Greninja '24,
Kermit '24, Keroppi '25, Frog and '25, Toad '25;
Magical Goose: Fifi '21.

THUMBS

Tiny: Tom Thumb '23, Thumbelina '23.

SPORTS ANNOUNCER

Furniture: Magic Mirror '23.

SNOW WHITE AND THE SEVEN DWARVES

Royalty: Snow White '22, Evil Queen '23,
Princess Pea ’'23; Dwarves: Dr. Farquaad G,
Grumpy G, Happy 22, Sleepy '22, Bashful '22,
Sneezy '23, Dopey '23.

WOLF PACK

Alpha: Big Bad Wolf '22; Betas: Jacob Black '21,
Remus Lupin '24; Omegas: Grandma 22, Straw
Pig '22, Stick Pig '22, Brick Pig '23, Little Red '24,
Shepherd '24, Hunter '25, Sheep '25.

EGG

Balancer: Humpty Dumpty '24.

DUOS AND TRIOS

Daddy: Jack '23; Mommy: Jill '24; Kids: Blind
Mouse 1 '23, Blind Mouse 2 '24, Blind Mouse
3'25.

FAIRY GODMOTHER FAMILY

Daughter in Law: Rapunzel '22; Son: Prince
Charming '23; Equipment: Love Potion 24,
Magic Wand "25.

TAVERN FOLK

Bartender: The Ugly Stepsister '22; Patrons:
King Harold '22, Captain Hook '24.

VIDEO GAMES

Shrek G, Shrek 2 ’74, Shrek the Third ’'84,
Shrek Forever After '91, Shrek Swamp Kart
Speedway '98, Shrek Smash n’ Crash Racing '01,
Shrek Kart’02, DreamWorks Super Star Kartz '02,
Shrek: Treasure Hunt '06, Shrek Super Party '07,
Shrek’s Carnival Craze Party Games '08, Shrek
Party '08, Shrek: Fairy Tale Freakdown '08,
Shrek Game Land Activity Center '09, Shrek:
Hassle at the Castle ‘09, Shrek Extra Large '10,
Shrek: Swamp Fun with Phonics '11, Shrek:
Swamp Fun with Early Math 12, Shrek: Reekin’
Havoc '13, Shrek 2 Activity Center: Twisted Fairy
Tale Fun '14, Shrek 2: Ogre Bowler '14, Shrek
2: Team Action 15, Shrek 2: Beg for Mercy '15,
Shrek 2: Trivia 16, Shrek SuperSlam '16, Shrek
2: The Adventure of Puss in Boots '16, Shrek n’
Roll "17, Shrek: Ogres & Donkeys '17, Puss in
Boots 17, Fruit Ninja: Puss in Boots '17, Shrek’s
Fairytale Kingdom '19, Shrek Alarm '19, Pocket
Shrek '20, Shrek: Dragon'’s Tale '20, Shrek Forever
After 20, Shrek the Third: Arthur’s School Day
Adventure ‘21, Shrek the Third: The Search for
Arthur.

HISTORICAL ICONS

Real boy: Pinocchio '22; Shrek Productions:
Shrek '21, Shrek 2 '21, Shrek the Third '21, Shrek
Forever After ‘21, Shrek The Musical "21.

CAST AND CREW

Starring: Mike Myers '22, Eddie Murphy 23,
Cameron Diaz ’24; Also Starring: John
Lithgow ’25, Vincent Cassel 25, Conrad
Vernon '25; And Featuring: Chris Miller '23,
Cody Cameron '24, Simon J. Smith '25.
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COVID testing is the best and most
socially acceptable way to pick your nose

A take from someone who really enjoys sticking the swab up there

By 6009er Eater

PERSONAL HYGIENE

I don’t know about you, but I really enjoy
COVID testing and want to encourage every-
one out there to make the most out of it as
well. Primarily, I would like to get the point
across that not only is COVID testing one of
the few socially acceptable ways to pick your
nose — even though nose-picking is as natu-
ral ahuman behavior as sneezing, hiccuping,
or flatulence — it’s also just the most efficient
way in general and should continue to be the
way in which we pick our noses even when
we no longer need to test for COVID-19.
Nevertheless, by COVID testing, you're also
ensuring that you haven’t been infected with
COVID-19, which is a public good. Isn't it
amazing how something as simple as a CO-
VID test can make picking your nose into a
public good?

As someone with a chronically dry nose,
the sensation of the prickly, ridged swab tick-

ONION LAYER

les my nasal cavity in the most pleasant of
ways. The nine ridges act in perfect harmony
as they venture through my nose crevice and
reach up my nostril. Even though the direc-
tions that come in the testing kits say to rotate
the swab tip three times, to slide the swab up
and down three times, and to hold the swab
inside your nostril for about 10 seconds, I
really enjoy freestyling by moving the swab
side to side instead or leaving it in my nostril
for longer than recommended. Additionally,
having something so thin and long to stick
up my nose allows me a significant amount
of control over the parts of the interior of my
nose that I pick, leading to maximum satis-
faction. It’s significantly more precise than
using any one of my fingers, which are each
too thick to really scratch the spot that needs
scratching.

The kit also instructs that we take the test
in a private place, but I encourage you to
take your tests in public from time to time,
to normalize the act of nose-picking. We

should be empowered to test for COVID-19
while also picking our noses at the same
time, and limiting the act of COVID testing
to our own private spaces unconsciously
stigmatizes our productive contributions
to the health of our community and nose-
picking. COVID testing in public is the first
step toward making picking our noses a less
taboo behavior.

In the future, I envision nose-picking as a
widely accepted habit, and that begins with
COVID testing. Once we all admit to our-
selves that we enjoy picking our noses with
COVID testing swabs, even after MIT stops
requiring us to test, we can repurpose un-
used swabs from leftover tests as full-time
nose-picking tools. It doesn’t make sense
that we don’t have a standard way of scratch-
ing that itch in our nose when everyone has
the itch. Despite everything COVID-19 has
taken away from us, at least it has given us
an opportunity to change how we pick our
noses forever.

Dorian Abbot is a glitch in the matrix

The entire Abbot controversy is a sign that the powers that be are

breaking down

By Trapezoid Earther
VAXXER

Earlier this year, significant controversy
arose surrounding the invited speaker for
the John Carlson Lecture, Dorian Abbot. A
professor in the Department of Geophysical
Sciences at the University of Chicago, Abot
was invited by the Earth, Atmospheric, and
Planetary Sciences Department at MIT (af-
fectionately called course 12 by students).
After his comments about affirmative action
came to light, users on Twitter publicized the
incident to such a degree that MIT revoked
his spot for the lecture. Then began a back-
lash of even greater proportions.

Those who supported his removal from
the Carlson Lecture argued that the lecture
is meant to provide scientific inspiration to
young students in underrepresented mi-
norities and that Abott’s views directly con-
tradict the values of the lecture. Those who
adamantly defended Abott (including the
Princeton dumb-dumbs) cried for freedom
of speech and accused MIT of suppressing
Abott’s.

However, every single twist and turn of
this story is further evidence that there is a
glitch in the matrix. Whatever higher power
is in charge of running our existence is clear-
ly going through burnout or a depressive epi-
sode, because how else would all these plot
holes line up so catastrophically?

Very first on this list: Earth, Atmospheric,
and Planetary Sciences is not a real disci-
pline. This department does not actually do
anything, except maybe become meteorolo-
gists for The Tech, though they have admitted
that they just copy from weather.com. Since
when does anyone decide that they are going
to study the planet as a career? There is not
one soul in existence that would dedicate its

poor life to studying soil samples and rocks,
much less one like Abbott that would pub-
licly declare it and list it as a profession.

Secondly, Twitter is not a real social me-
dia platform. While young adults are arguing
over whether Facebook or Instagram are the
real social media sites, the unspoken agree-
ment is that Twitter is definitely not even
close to being a choice. The only people who
use Twitter are celebrities and their four-
teen-year-old stans (who were born in 2007,
by the way). There is no way there are even
enough people on Twitter to cause a stir big
enough for MIT to care about. The idea of a
short text message has always been obsolete,
proven by the increase in character count
and prevalence of threads.

Third, the University of Chicago is not
real. In a place with so much wind, how
could anyone actually get any real work
done? They would be spending the whole
day holed up inside and struggling to keep
the whistling out of their ears. There would
not be a single professor who could actu-

ally conduct research, since all of their time
would be spent wondering if they have tin-
nitus. Chicago is just not a place where re-
search could be feasibly completed in any
amount of time.

Finally, freedom is not real. Not only is
freedom of speech not real, all freedom is a
lie. There isn’t anything that you are truly free
to do, given the constraints of your physi-
cal existence in this world. You would like
to fly, wouldn’t you? But you don’t have the
freedom to do so, since gravity is a bitch. Ab-
bbbbott couldn’t have had his freedom of
speech suppressed, because he never had
that freedom to begin with.

All four of these theories come together
like earth, water, fire, and air, to create what
may be the most damning proof that we are
living in a simulation. And given this whole
Dorian Abottttt debacle, it’s clear that what-
ever GPU we're living in is nearing the end of
its lifespan. We all need to get ready to blink
out of existence once everything crashes,
haunted by The Picture of Dorian Gray.

World Map of the Freedom Status

SWEIGHTLESSNESS enjoyed by the press.

GRAVITY

No data

The Freedom of the Press Status is measured by GRAVITY House. It measures the level of freedom and editorial

Our Worf
in Data

SOME GRAVITY NO GRAVITY f{eree! H)
—
COURTESY OF WORLD HEALTH ONION
Heat map of freedom around the world, collected by the World Health Onion.

ONION POLICE

you've even begun writing them.
Complaints, ramblings,

Wanted posters are the official onions of The Shrech. They
are written by Shrek, which consists of the green skin, dad bod,
ear wax, overactive intestines, and okay-ish teeth.

Pitchforks are the onions of signed members of The Shrech
choosing to publish their disagreement with the poster.

Dissents are the signed opinions of editorial board members
choosing to publish their disagreement with the editorial.

Complaints, rambling, and scribbles are written by
individuals and represent the onion of the author, not necessarily
that of the newspaper. Electronic submissions are encouraged
and should be sent to antonio@swamp.org because it’s the 21st
fucking century. Hard copy submissions should be burned, or
sent by “Message in a Bottle” All submissions are due before

and scribbles must bear the
authors’ signatures, adduresses, and TikTok handles. Unsigned
complaints will not be accepted. The Shrech reserves the right to
edit or condense complaints; shorter complaints will be given
higher middle fingers. Once submitted, all complaints become
property of The Shrech, and will not be returned. Complaints, org.

ramblings, and scribbles may also be printed on The Shrech’s
Godmother bubbles and/or printed or published in any format
or other medium now known or later that becomes known. The
Shrech makes no commitment to publish all the complaints

received.

Guest ramblings are onion articles submitted by members
of the MIT or local community and are tagged with “guest
rambling” Ramblings with “staff rambler” below the byline are
written by Shrek staff.

TO NOT REACH US

The Shrech’s telephone number is DON’T FUCKING CALL
US. E-mail is the easiest way to reach any member of our staff.
If you are unsure whom to contact, send mail to info@swamp.
org, and it will be directed to the appropriate person. You can
reach the editor in boots by e-mailing eib@swamp.org. Please
send press releases, requests for coverage, and information
about errors that call for correction to donk@swamp.org.
Complaints to the editor should be sent to antonio@swamp.
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Twenty-one songs from the Shrek franchise, ranked

Ten tops, ten bottoms, and one perfectly mediocre song

By Bippity Boppity Boo

NEPOTIST

The Shrek franchise has surely created
some of the biggest hits of pop music or
amplified their audience. However, some-
what unfortunately, the soundtrack songs
not even performed specifically for the
movie have gotten more attention than
they are worth. In this list, we'll look at ten
of the best songs from the four movies, ten
of the worst, and one incredibly tepid, for-
gettable song. Because, after all, bottoms
deserve some time in the spotlight as well.

However, because my opinion is more
important than anyone else’s, this ranking
will be provided with minimal justifica-

PEELING BACK THE LAYERS

tion. Just take your plebeian thoughts and

realign them with mine. And remember,

these are definitely not Shrek-themed sex
playlists for tops and bottoms.
Tops:

1. “Livin’ la Vida Loca” You ever just
want to get crazy and fulfill an exotic
fantasy?

2. “Holding Out for a Hero.” No one gave
the Fairy Godmother the right to be
this hot in a red sequin dress.

3. “Bad Reputation” If only Shrek
smashed you the way he smashed two
knights’ heads together.

4. “All Star” Fingers in the shape of an L,
not on her forehead.

5. “Immigrant Song.” Nothing like hear-

ing someone else orgasming to get you
into it.

6. “Funkytown. No
necessary.

7. “You Belong to Me.” For all the doms
out there.

8. “Little Drop of Poison.” If you thought
choking was hot, wait ’til you hear
about poison.

9. “I'm On My Way.” For when you're al-
most there!

10. “I'm a Believer” And for when you are
there.

The song that just does absolutely
nothing for me:

1. “People Ain’t No Good.”

Bottoms:

elaboration

1. “Losing Streak” If you like being
demeaned.

2. “Joker and the Thief” Getting hunted
down by a deranged joker? Yes, please.

3. “WhatI Gotta Do.” Beg.

4. “Live and Let Die” Not sure if dead
things belong in a playlist.

5. “My Beloved Monster” Frankenstein
vibes again.

6. “Hallelujah” No one wants church in
their bed.

7. “Ever Fallen in Love.” Love is for saps.

“Changes.” Oh, a switch?

9. “Best Years of Our Lives.” You sound
like a grandfather on his deathbed.

10. “Stay Home.” That’s how you don’t get
any, so...

®
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Taylor Swift stuns fans, o
/p)

releases three-hour
version of ‘All Too Well’

entitled ‘All Three Well’

How Squid Game
predicted COVID

The hit show as an allegory for

capitalism, fraternities, and infectious
disease

By Verry Sus
AMOGUS

I would like to bring to the attention of
The Shrech a deeply layered and intricate
onion of deceit and disease that I have
identified over the past few months. This
onion involves fraternities and a South
Korean Netflix series and solves the mys-
tery of the origin of COVID-19 and its
variants.

This onion began to show its first signs
of peeling in late August, when I was in-
troduced to the idea of fraternity business
cards. While I will not comment on the un-
appealing design of some of these compact
cardstock rectangles of information about
the brotherhoods, I found the implication
of business cards intriguing. What kind
of business dealings were the fraternities
involved in? Were fraternities somehow
concerned with turning a profit? Was there
more to these organizations than hosting
parties and dapping fellow brothers up?
However, while these curiosities plagued
me for a short while,, I eventually shook the
questions off and thought of them no lon-
ger. Perhaps the business cards were sim-
ply an innocent gimmick. I had more im-
portant theories to consider, such as how
the real mastermind behind the events of
the four Shrek movies was Gingy all along
and how The Tech, supposedly MIT’s oldest
and largest newspaper, is actually just the
Institute’s version of Fox News.

But then Squid Game came along. At
first, like everyone else, I enjoyed the show
for its realistic commentary on class strug-
gles and capitalism. I found the graphic yet
poignant imagery effective and cohesive
yet subtle, so I agreed to rewatch the show
with a group of friends who were watching
it for the first time. But upon rewatching,
something caught my eye and found a new
life in my mind. The business cards. Embla-
zoned with a circle, a triangle, and a square,
the business cards reminded me unmis-
takably of those handed out by fraternities,
down to having three symbols and being

used to invite random people to random
locations in order to participate in random
events for unknown prizes.

It was then that I discovered the deeper
layer of Squid Game that is about fraterni-
ties, a much more severe problem than
class divisions or economic ideologies.
Squid Game hyperbolizes fraternity rush in
the lengths participants went to in order to
feel accepted by or worthy of the pink-suit-
ed members, the dehumanization of the
participants from individuals to numbered
contestants, the unreasonable demands
(akin to hazing) made of the participants
in order to simply get by, and the ulterior
financial interests — which fraternities also
have.

This could have been my final take away
from the show, but I soon discovered yet
another layer. Very recently, the Omicron
variant of COVID-19 was first identified
and named. I didn’t think much of it until
I wondered what the Greek letter Omicron
looks like. So I conducted a Google search
and found that it is a circle. Inch resting.

After that, it didn’t take long for me
to make my next connection. Not coin-
cidentally at all, the Greek letter Delta
(which names an earlier, still prevalent
strain of COVID-19) is a triangle. Both of
these letters are included in the business
card depicted in Squid Game. Obviously,
this means the show knew exactly what
was going to happen with COVID-19,
from square one (the original strain of
the disease) to the triangle-represented
Delta variant and then the circle-repre-
sented Omicron variant.

The good news? The business card
suggests that the Omicron variant is
the final iteration of COVID-19. The bad
news? The pandemic that has altered
most of our lives was predicted by a tele-
vision show that is also an allegory for
fraternities and capitalism. What will be
the result of this convergence of class
struggles, brotherhood, and disease? I
guess we'll have to wait for Squid Game
season two to find out.

THE FRONT MAN—THE SHRECH
Eerily reminiscent of fraternity business cards, the omicron, delta, and square
featured in Squid Game foreshadow real life.

Song debuted alongside Swift's re-re-
recording Red (Taylor's Version) (Taylor's

\Version)

By Joe Alwyn

GRAMMY WINNER

Swifties and Scooties alike were shocked
last Wednesday, when Taylor Swift released
yet another re-recorded album. This time,
it was a re-recording of her most recent
work, Red (Taylor’s Version), which was
released just under a month ago. The new
album Red (Taylor’s Version) (Taylor’s Ver-
sion) not only features new tracks, such as
“Worse Man,” “Shrek it Off” “Forever Sum-
mer,” and “Walk (feat. Edward Cullen),” but
also a three-hour version of “All Too Well,”
renamed “All Three Well” A full-length fea-
ture film written, directed, and produced
by Swift was released alongside “All Three
Well” and reached over three billion views
on YouTube in just three minutes.

Like its predecessor, “All Three Well” de-
buted at number one on the Billboard Hot
100 charts, usurping “All Too Well (10-Min-
ute Version) (Taylor’s Version) (From The
Vault)” as the longest number-one hit of all
time, and was nominated for every category

+. \
. A

of Grammy Award, including Best Podcast
and Best Audiobook. Due to its length, the
Genius lyrics page was also nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize and is expected to win easily.
The song, which was the first to incorporate
midroll ads on Spotify, is also the first to in-
clude two scheduled ten-minute intermis-
sions for listeners to stop and pick up the
pieces of their broken hearts.

Additionally, some fans have speculated
the existence of another “All For Well” sequel
and subsequent television show. The Shrech
reached out to Swift for comment, who
merely smiled, thanked her fans for their
continued support, and promoted her up-
coming tour, which features “All Three Well”
as the only song on the setlist. Swift, who is
planning on going on tour worldwide, has
stated that she was originally planning on
performing every song from Red (Taylor’s
Version) (Taylor’s Version), but stopped to
prevent a potential global tissue shortage.

Reportedly, releasing “All Three Well”
hashad noimpact on the timeline for Swift’s
re-recording of her remaining albums.

DESMOND FIVE—THE SHRECH

The pop star was spotted at an MIT dorm last month at a “listening darty” for her

previous release Red (Taylor's Vlersion).
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RESTAURANT REVIEW

A Verde-ant garden of flavors

La Verde's offers a fine dining experience without having to leave campus

2. 8.0, 8. 8*¢

LaVerde’'s Market
American/Soul Food, $$$*

84 Massachusetts
Avenue, Cambridge, MA
02139

Hours: 7 a.m—12 a.m.
Monday-Friday,

7 a.m. - 2 a.m. Saturday
and Sunday

*attributed to retail
markup

By Stud Duncan

A hidden gem nestled on the first floor
of the Stratton Student Center, LaVerde's
unassuming entrance belied the exqui-
site fare offered inside. The ambiance of
industrial LED lighting greeted me as I
pored over delicious menu options such
as “Breakfast All Day,” “Premium Sand-
wiches,” and “Quick Bytes” The clever
wordplay alone whetted my appetite, and
I needed no amuse-bouche to be amused.
After great deliberation (and prodding
from the line forming behind me), I opted
for the four-course meal, consisting of a
soup, salad, entrée, and dessert.

First was the soup du jour, Italian Wed-
ding soup from Boston Chowda Company,
but it was so authentic it might as well
have been from Italy. If I ever get married,
I doubt my wedding will bring me as much
joy as this soup did. Slow-simmering un-

der heat-lamp radiation for an entire day
really brings out the full flavor of pasta and
meatball broth.

Next was the freshly handmade salad.
Made by my own hands. It doesn’t get fresh-
er than watching your food prepared before
you. I came to LaVerde’s for the food, but
what I got was an experience. What I gained
in experience, however, I lost in the food,
because the salad tasted a little off. Is lettuce
supposed to be sour? But life is a zero-sum
game, so I digress— and hopefully digest.

Moving onto the highly-anticipated
main course, I ordered The Bex, a crispy
chicken sandwich with marinara sauce
and melted provolone that melted my
heart. LaVerde’s wasn’t kidding when they
said Premium Sandwiches. Though it’s
impossible to do the dish justice with mere
words, just imagine the most delicious
chicken parmesan you’ll ever have, but
in a sandwich. It was so delicious that I'm

DECEMDAY, THURSBER 9, 2021

just afraid administration will take away
The Bex like they took away its namesake,
Bexley Hall, because food shouldn’t be al-
lowed to taste this good.

No meal is complete without dessert,
and LaVerde’s did not disappoint. Proceed-
ing to the back of the restaurant, I found an
impressive selection of cake and ice cream.
I opted for the Pepperidge Farm Chocolate
Fudge Layer Cake, whose tiers of cream
brought me tears of joy. The 20 minutes of
waiting for the cake to thaw gave me the
perfect amount of time to enjoy my post-
prandial coffee. LaVerde’s proudly serves
Downeast Coffee, but I can proudly say
that I am down bad for LaVerde’s. I was lit-
erally down the next day with a stomach-
ache (possibly due to the salad), so I took
one star off the rating. However, reflecting
on my meal holistically, the Verde-ict is in:
students seeking a fine dining experience
need not look off campus.

Me: can we stop and get Fine dining”?
Mom: we have Fine dining at home
Fine dining at home:

STUD DUNCAN—THE SHRECH

Averaging a 7.7-minute walk from each undergraduate dorm, LaVerde's is literally the closest thing MIT students have to fine dining.
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It's All Ogre N 1 i
ts gre NOW by william Steig
Solution, page 2 3
ACROSS DOWN
1. Enormous, like the kingdom of Far, Far Away 1. Some fans buy 3-down as a physical copy in
in Shrek the Third this material 6
5. Approximately, usually used before 2. Some fans speculate that Shrek may have
important years like 2004 when Shrek 2 this zodiac sign
was released 3. For Shrek (2001), it includes tracks like 7
6. Vegetable with many layers, just like Shrek “March of Farquuad” and “Fiona Kicks
7. Canadian performer on SNL and voice actor Ass”
for Shrek 4. Hues similar to the color of Shrek’s swamp
8. "l live alone! My swamp! Nobody ___!" 5.The phrase “___on!" appears 14 times in 8
(Shrek) the script of Shrek Forever After
halp i need to graduate
oL
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
8am
9am
10am
11am
12pm
1pm
2pm
3pm
4pm

NN
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Decorate Gingy

Solution, page 2

DECEMDAY, THURSBER 9, 2021
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Instructions: Cut out the pieces and arrange. How well do you really know the Shrek franchise?

MIT Atlas

Solution, page 2

( N\ ( ) Vaccine
Spaces
MIT ID

/ Travel

( N ( ) | Tim Tickets
Onboarding
Pass

\_ J G J

4 N\ 4 N\

\_ J \_ J
Tim Tickets
Atlas
Menu
Vaccine

000000
Pass

Mandatory Daily
COVID-19 Attestation

Your last submission was
Dec 19, 2001 03:12

No Yes

No Yes

No Yes

( Submit )

Instructions: Repetition doesn’t always mean memorization, does it??
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Connect the dots :)

Solution, page 2

14
L ]
2
- a 9
1
* a0 22
1 . *
L ] .5
L ]
8
* 24
L]
-
= 26
-
L 4 *B
10
30
L ]
13" .
32
o8
L ]
12 .
? L]
« 29
L]
15 -
17 ™

Instructions: Haven't you done these before? You should know how to count by now.

When2meet
Next Mental Breakdown

e 31

To invite people to this event, you can email them, send them a Facebook message, or just direct them to https://www.wvhen2meet.com/?13861113-qzqzY

_/_Available

16

18

27

0/_ Available|

Available Unavailable

23

24

Group Availability

THE SHRECH 9

| _/_Available

Mousover the Calendar to See Who is Available

9:00am

10:00am

11:00am

12:00pm

1:00pm

2:00pm

3:00pm

4:00pm

Instructions: bumpity bump
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CRY THE NUMBERS
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The ultimate guide to where to cry at MIT

The top 22 spots on campus to let the floodgates open

By Criella de Vil

It's come to that point in the semester.
Three psets due in the next two days, a mid-
term that you still haven't started studying
for, some cells that you need to keep alive
for your UROP, that cute TA you keep “acci-
dentally” making eye contact with, and the
laundry that you've been planning to do for
the past month live rent-free in your hippo-
campus. On the lookout for a low-volume
study spot or a place on campus to take a
breather before your next lecture, you find
yourself seated on the quiet side of stud 5
or in what you think is a private corner of
the Banana Lounge — when suddenly and
uncontrollably, you burst into tears. In the
moment, it feels good to cry, but later that
night, someone submits a confession read-
ing, “Please shut the fuck up on the quiet
side of stud 5. I can’t hear my brain over
your crying,” or “Iliterally took one step into
the banana lounge and saw some kid crying
while curled up in the fetal position on top
of a bean bag,” and you feel the urge to cry
yet again.

I get it; we haven’t been on campus in
nearly three semesters. You no longer re-
member your old spots for having regularly
scheduled mental breakdowns between
classes or spontaneous sobbing sessions
after a particularly rough exam or meet-
ing. For the freshmen and sophomores, you
don’t even know where to look. But never
fear! The Shrech has compiled a guide of the
22 best places on campus to hide out and
cry. No matter where you are or what the
situation is, you can probably reach one of
these spots within minutes and really let
the river flow.

Stairs
1. Underneath first-floor stairs: We usu-

ally walk on top of stairs, so the other-

wise unused underside is an underrated
place to cry that most people wouldn'’t
think of trying out. Something about the
right-angled nook and irregular sounds
of footfall above you makes the space
beneath stairs the perfect amount of

#69420

slightly-claustrophobic but not com-
pletely-suffocating for letting out some
saline.

2. Atthe very top of the stairs: If a building
has more than four floors, there prob-
ably aren’t many people who would
choose to take the stairs to the top over
riding the elevator. This makes the top of
the stairs an ideal spot for a private cry.
Put your backpack down, sit on the top
step, and let your cries echo down to the
few people below you getting their steps
in.

The Z

3. The showers: If getting drenched on a
rainy day gets you extra in your feels,
taking a shower is a perfect way to simu-
late that experience. Showering at the Z
offers all the intrigue of a rainy city street
with just enough privacy for you to really
let go. Plus, with all the water streaming
down your body, not even you can tell
which drops are tears and which are
shower water.

4. In a pool: Similar to showering, abso-
lutely no one will know that you're cry-
ing! And you can exercise at the same
time! Just make sure you can pass the
swim test before attempting this one.

In dorms

5. Any music room (with the lights off):
You may think MIT put music rooms in
dorms so we could practice our instru-
ments without disrupting our neigh-
bors, but they're actually there so we
can cry without disrupting our neigh-
bors. If anyone else comes by hoping to
use the music room, they’ll immediate-
ly see you and retreat. Plus, the acous-
tics are a definite bonus for a dramatic
cry session.

6. Next Dining after hours: Sink into a
booth while crying under perfectly-
dimmed lighting. Then comfort your-
self afterwards with purple cow ice
cream.

7. McCormick penthouse: Weep with a
view. Feel the wind on your swollen face
or watch the sun rise as your tears dry.

8. Simmons seventh-floor terrace: It’s a
scientific truth that the higher the floor,
the better the cry.

9. Simmons ballpit: This is kind of like cry-
ing in a pool except colorful and germs
and you probably won’t drown.

Charles

10. On a bench: Charles will always keep
you company. Sit beside him on a bench
and get lost staring into the depths of
his dark waters. Or get lost in your feels
people-watching the cute and cuffed
couples taking walks along him.

11. At the railing: If you're feeling extra
lonely, get a little closer to Charles and
look out on the view across him. Try
screaming. Charles will listen.

12. Sailing Pavilion: If it’s too cold or rainy
for the bench or railing, visit Charles at
the Sailing Pavilion. Look out a window
at a wind-battered Charles while a sin-
gle tear rolls down your cheek.

13. While sailing: Show Charles how much
you value his companionship by waking
up early for PE registration, defying the
odds of the already slow website made
less responsive by all the other people
competing for Charles’ affection, and
dumb-lucking your way into a sailing
class. Now you can sit on Charles while
you cry and let him envelop your tears.
The Stud

14. The Tecl's office: Once I cried here face-
down on a huge bean bag while hugging
a large Pikachu stuffed animal, and it
was so good, I've been trying to break in
for another session ever since. I'd never
stoop so low as to join The Tech to get ac-
cess to their office, but if anyone knows
anything about breaking or entering,
this spot is conveniently located on stud
4, so you can use it as a crying hole after
a particularly rough night in stud 5.

15. Tech Calling cubicles: You don’t have
to Tech Call in these cubicles. Take all
of your difficult phone calls or Zoom
meetings here and conveniently have a
private, quiet spot to burst into tears im-
mediately afterward.

Tourist stops

16. Inside the Alchemist: Photo op! Make all
the tourists trying to snap a picture here
wait for you to finish a good cry before
they can get their shots. Yes, there’s a
high probability someone you know will
see you doing this, but it’s just too ~aes-
thetic~ to pass up.

17. On Killian: Find your favorite patch of
grass and settle down for a good outdoor
cry. Ideally, you photobomb some Ins-
tagram photoshoots while you're at it.
On campus

18. Outside of Stata: The most popular place
for mental breakdowns among mem-
bers of The Shrech, there’s some kind of
mystical, who’s-cutting-onions-right-
now energy about the regions outside
Stata, be it the amphitheatre, alumni
pool entrance, or Collier Memorial.
Maybe it’s the reflective nature of the
sharp and mirror-like metal sections,
but almost everyone I know has had an
identity crisis here, so if you are going for
a crying-without-tears moment or want
to feel all the feelings at once, take a walk
past Stata.

19. Outside your professor’s office: We all
have those meetings where the only way
to make it through is to have a good cry
after.

20.Inside your professor’s office: For when
you don’t make it all the way through
the meeting.

21. In Walker Memorial: When it's empty
and you can feel the ghosts of your past
midterms haunting the halls, Walker
Memorial is a surprisingly good place to
lean against a column, reminisce on ex-
ams and flu shots, and let the tears fall.

22.1n the tunnels: The tunnels are a nice,
toasty, and comfy place to cry. Usually,
there won'’t be too many witnesses to
your breakdown. And if you go to the
Borderline part of the tunnels, you can
alternate between the three extremes of
crying, looking at the pretty art, and hur-
tling down an inclined slope on a swivel
chair.

This is a generic five paragraph confession

Instead of touching grass or working on final assignments, | did this

By Top Fan

CI-H PROFESSOR

Okay, I think people usually start these
confessions with a statement, but also
sometimes a question? And here is general-
ly where I bait people into reading by start-
ing to introduce some very unpopular opin-
ion or a mostly popular opinion with a slight
twist or what I think is a hot take but is ac-
tually just generally accepted knowledge. In
some cases, I make a comparison between
my experience at MIT and that of others, or
I point out a common misconception other
people fall victim to. I make several assump-
tions about how I'm just built different from
everyone else.

And here is when I go into more detail
describing what the status quo that I dis-
agree with is or the circumstances that other
people seem to experience that I can’t relate
to. I will probably launch into several sen-
tences of slightly more specific yet still vague
examples of what I'm referring to, whether
it's about taking classes, participating in ex-
tracurriculars, doing research, applying to
jobs, going to graduate school, or becoming

a professor. Or sometimes I am confessing
about something very specific and random,
like a concept that doesn’t make sense to
me, or a problem that I deal with that I can’t
find anyone else with whom to discuss it be-
cause it is a very niche and inconsequential
topic that I probably shouldn’t be writing
these five paragraphs about. Regardless, I
just keep rambling for a bit to provide some
context that I think you need to compre-
hend my very important take.

Now that you understand the issue at
hand a little better, I start getting back into
the bait and discussing how I view the issue
differently from the general perspective that
most people have of it. I describe, in slightly
oversharing detail, the context that brought
about the thoughts that you are reading
only because you read every single MIT
confession for some reason, even this five-
paragraph one that you are already getting
bored of. I go very far into detail about what
I think is important for you to understand.
Is it more thought-provoking if I start ask-
ing a bunch of rhetorical questions? How
do I ask questions that will get you to see a
little better from my perspective? These are

definitely questions that no one else has
ever considered, right? You definitely don’t
relate at all and have never thought about
things like this before. I have such unique
problems and thoughts, and the only way I
can get you to understand is by writing this
unnecessarily lengthy confession post that
might not even get posted.

Here’s the part where I start posing po-
tential solutions to the problem I have been
talking about. It's obvious that I think about
this way too much and am probably never
going to act on these thoughts or talk about
them in any setting that’s not an anony-
mous confession that I'm writing instead
of working on the final project that I really
should have started working on weeks ago.
I mention different things that I've learned
through my experiences dealing with this
problem and similar issues, and having
learned these things definitely makes me
qualified to write a short essay about this.
For some reason, I talk in the second person
from time to time because talking about you
experiencing this situation is going to con-
vince you that I'm right about this being the
best way forward. Yes, I am also seeking out

some advice in the comments by writing
all these thoughts out, but also I just want
you to read my thoughts and validate me
because it’s hard to find people who would
listen to me go on for this long in real life.

Alright, time to wind down on this con-
fession. Even though I just spilled a bunch
of my thoughts on this problem, I don’t re-
ally think I wanted to do anything about it
other than rant, so now that that goal is ac-
complished and my head is emptied, I am
going to back down a bit in comparison to
how worked up I was two paragraphs ago.
I commence summarizing some of my ear-
lier points about why this problem came up
in the first place because I like things full
circle, and I really need to stop writing this
confession, so I just skirt around my point a
few times before writing a conclusion that’s
not really a conclusion. This could be an
open-ended question kind of ending? Or an
ending that suggests I will continue to think
about this issue for a long time, which is
what has motivated me to write this lengthy
of a confession completely unprompted,
when I could instead be doing work or
touching grass.
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KOOKIE KITCHEN

Giant Gingerbread Man

HuMONGOus holiday spirit, brought to you by molasses and eggs

By Vic Frankenstein
THE MUFFIN MAN

If you were looking for the perfect gift to
bring to your friend’s potluck Christmas din-
ner, this is it. Not only will a fierce warrior
spirit come out of just flour, sugar, and milk,
you can show your friends how truly de-
spicable it is to make guests of a Christmas
dinner bring food as well. Guaranteed to de-
stroy a castle drawbridge and subsequently
drown in a moat!

A perfect holiday craft for kids who al-
ways wanted to give life to a being that
never wanted it, as well as a lesson in being
HUUUUUUGE. I've always loved creating
a monster that terrorizes the town over the
holidays so my neighbors can get a taste of
their own medicine.

A few quick tips on how to make the per-
fect Mongo, because I'm sure you want to
keep scrolling just to find the recipe:

o Make sure to work in an ice-cold base-
ment, otherwise your dough will decom-
pose and begin to rot.

e Make sure to demonize your own cre-
ation from the moment it gains con-
sciousness. This gives it a burning hatred
for the world and a will to destroy every-
thing in sight.

Don’t be afraid to add more spices than
specified. It adds extra damage when
fighting white people.

Ingredients:

10 tablespoons (2/3 cup; 145g) unsalted
butter, softened to room temperature
3/4 cup (150g) packed light or dark
brown sugar

2/3 cup (160ml) unsulfured molasses
1large egg, at room temperature

1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

3 and 1/2 cups (438g) all-purpose flour
(spooned and leveled)

1 teaspoon baking soda

1/2 teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon ground ginger (yes, 1 full
tablespoon!)

1 tablespoon ground cinnamon

1/2 teaspoon ground allspice

1/2 teaspoon ground cloves

optional: easy cookie icing or royal icing
Instructions:

. In alarge bowl, using a hand-held mix-

er or stand mixer fitted with a paddle
attachment, beat the butter for 1 min-
ute on medium speed until completely
smooth and creamy. Add the brown
sugar and molasses and beat on me-
dium-high speed until combined and
creamy-looking. Scrape down the sides

2.

and bottom of the bowl as needed.
Next, beat in egg and vanilla on high
speed for 2 full minutes. Scrape down
the sides and bottom of the bowl as
needed. The butter may separate; that’s
okay.

In a separate bowl, whisk the flour, bak-
ing soda, salt, ginger, cinnamon, allspice,
and cloves together until combined. On
low speed, slowly mix into the wet ingre-
dients until combined. The cookie dough
will be quite thick and slightly sticky. Di-
vide dough in half, and place each onto
a large piece of plastic wrap. Wrap each
up tightly, and pat down to create a disc
shape. Chill discs for at least 3 hours and
up to 3 days. Chilling is mandatory for
this cookie dough. I always chill mine
overnight.

Preheat oven to 350°F (177°C). Line 2-3
large baking sheets with parchment pa-
per or silicone baking mats. Set aside.
Remove 1 disc of chilled cookie dough
from the refrigerator. Generously flour a
work surface, as well as your hands and
the rolling pin. Roll out the disc until 1/4-
inch thick. Tips for rolling — the dough
may crack and be crumbly as you roll.
What's helpful is picking it up and rotat-
ing it as you go. Additionally, you can use
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your fingers to help meld the cracking

edges back together. The first few rolls

are always the hardest since the dough is
so stiff, but re-rolling the scraps is much

easier. Cut into shapes. Place shapes 1

inch apart on prepared baking sheets.

Re-roll dough scraps until all the dough

is shaped. Repeat with the remaining

disc of dough.

5. Bake cookies for about 9-10 minutes. If
your cookie cutters are smaller than 4
inches, bake for about 8 minutes. If your
cookie cutters are larger than 4 inches,
bake for about 11 minutes. My oven has
hot spots, and yours may too, so be sure
to rotate the pan once during bake time.
Keep in mind that the longer the cookies
bake, the harder and crunchier they’ll be.
For soft gingerbread cookies, follow my
suggested bake times.

6. Allow cookies to cool for 5 minutes on
the cookie sheet. Transfer to the cooling
rack to cool completely. Once complete-
ly cool, decorate as desired.

7. Cookies stay fresh covered at room tem-
perature for up to 1 week.

Warning: may only make regular-sized
gingerbread men if not mixed with enough
confidence or for the listed time of 25 hours.
Happy holidays!

SCARED SHITLESS VILLAGER—THE SHRECH
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ARCHITECTURE COMPETITION BURNS BRIDGES
A global architectural competition was held Saturday. Buildings from Far Far Away, Duloc, and even the

onion fields were submitted to be judged for the prizes of: Most Excessive, Most Boho-Chic, and Best Com-
pensation. The winners were given absolutely no monetary prize, which resulted in multiple wars being

declared.
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DOOR
REUIELD

Counter-clockwise, from upper right
o Building 4 Door facing Killian Court: 69/420. Why is this
door so hard to open???

¢ Rear Building 34 Door: 4/10. Come here around class time
and you'll see the poor souls clawing at the door, hoping
someone will free them from the brisk outside weather into
the building. If only it had a card reader...

e Building 56 Outfinite Door: it / 10. This door in Building 56
causes love-hate contrast. When you arrive, you badge to
enter, then you remain enchanted watching the life of all
the small creatures that live there. There are bunnies, birds,
and squirrels that steal food from the bird feeder hidden in
the bush. The result is that the door closes again. It always
happens that while you contemplate, someone behind you
thinks that you are waiting for somebody else to open the
door because your pass is not valid.

o Lobby 10 Doors: 2/10. They don’t do the one thing doors
are supposed to do, which is open. However, they keep
the tourists out and it’s fun to watch people try to open
the doors even when signs are posted saying “doors do not

”

Building 24 Music Lab Door: 3/10. Halfway through the se-
mester the card reader started rejecting me. Yes, I do hold ‘
a grudge. -

b X
AN |

o Door outside Building 24: 9/10. Very cute shed door, never
used it nor do I need to but it’s adorable.

BEEEEEEEEDN T

o Tiny stairwell wall door: Clearly the Best door on MIT’s =
campus. 100/10.

Cn m m m m m ® = ®
Cn m m m m m ® = ®
Cn m m m m m ® = ®

| OO
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DERMATOLOGY DISCOVERIES

Swamp sludge found to be fountain of youth

Sludge shown to stop time in both skin and brain cells

SCIENCE

By E. coli
MICROBE

Last week, scientists revealed that
swamp sludge, sourced from the home of
our very own Shrek the Ogre, stops skin
cells from experiencing the effects of time.
Of course, this explains the perfect com-
plexion that Shrek has maintained over the
past thousand years.

“It appears that the sludge contains a
toxin so poisonous to our cells that they
simply skip the step of dying and imme-
diately enter a purgatory from which they
cannot exit,” explains lead scientist, Hero
In. They liken it to Botox, “except much,
much more potent”” Scientists around the
world who study cell death are bewildered
by the discovery, and some have resigned
from their positions as an acknowledg-
ment of how much they truly do not know
about biology.

Well-respected spas around the globe
are already clamoring to buy some of the
special mud. A lead developer from Neu-
trogena said the company has been de-
veloping an even more abrasive face wash
with the sludge compound in it. To the
surprise of no one, the Kardashians have
already tried it, causing even more of a
stir than Kim’s blood facial in 2014. All too
predictably though, the comments about

EQUESTRIANISM

the inequality of capitalism have been
drowned out by their announcement of a
new Swamp fragrance. For those who wish
to purchase a bottle for $293 million, you
may visit https://skims.com.

Though she was reluctant to admit it,
Dr. In shared that the discovery came from
an undergraduate in her lab who had been
microdosing the sludge. Because Dr. In
is a scientific researcher, she has enlisted
the help of other experts in adolescent
drug use to dig further into the discovery.
The undergraduate, who wishes to re-
main anonymous, stated that “after taking
just a few milligrams, you feel like you've
achieved death, which is what everyone
in university wants anyway.” University
administration is becoming increasingly
concerned as more and more students
admit to taking the sludge just to survive
their degrees.

The neurology department has been
asked to create a task force to address
this issue. The research subcommittee is
devoted to determining the effects of the
sludge on the brain. So far, it’s been shown
that the sludge can also put neurons into
a beyond-dead state for an indefinite
amount of time. How it does so is the next
big question currently under investiga-
tion. Others are also looking into ways to
reverse the effects of the compound.

DECEMDAY, THURSBER 9, 2021

COURTESY OF TIKTOK
The Kardashians did with the new sludge facial what they do best: capitalized off
of poor people.

Dronkeys, zonkeys, and other onkeys

If their presence ever made you feel slightly drunk, here's why

EDDIE MURPHY—THE SHRECH

If Donkey was a dragon in his past life, does that mean that his dronkey children are

actually full dragon?

By Not A. Furry

In a breakthrough for dronkey represen-
tation in the media, the film Shrek showed
a family of dronkeys, a groundbreaking
move not only due to their inclusion, but
also because they were the product of an
enemies-to-lovers arc. Donkey, Dragon,
and their dronkey children were allowed
to have their own lives and personalities
distinct from the dronkey part of their iden-
tity. Being sterile, dronkeys have often been
thrown to the sidelines as useless animals
that leave no legacy after their days on
Earth have passed.

However, the zonkey audience, made up
of the equally sterile children of zebras and
donkeys, have protested the movie, stating
that dronkeys have always been prioritized
over other donkey offspring. Zonkeys are
almost unheard of in both real life and in
the media, and zonkey advocates argue that
they are in even greater need of representa-
tion. Mules, with donkey fathers and horse
mothers, were equally angry, given the neg-
ative stereotypes that surround them.

Out of nothing but spite, a group at the
Mule Institute of Trouble (MIT) have begun
looking into an often overlooked problem
involving dronkeys.

Many have reported feeling drunk after
spending a considerable amount of time
with dronkeys, particularly in animal shel-
ters. Following a study run by Moscow M.
of MIT, many shelter employees have a re-

The MUFFIN MAN

* lives on Drury Lane

 willing to give back gumdrop buttons

* Do you know him

29999

contact me IMMEDIATELY

ported BAC above 0.2% during their work-
ing hours. More concerning, truck drivers
transporting dronkeys across the country
have a concerningly high crash rate. Many
autopsies have revealed drunk driving to
be the cause, which was previously thought
to be due to increasing alcoholism rates in
truck drivers.

Most mammal gas is methane-based
because methane is the most saturated
form of hydrocarbons. All of the energy in
other bonds have been extracted, and all
that remains is an alkane. However, in ad-
dition to their sterility as a hybrid animal,
dronkeys are unable to process organic
molecules that they have eaten, resulting
in passing gas that contains ethanol. In fact,
the concentration of ethanol is so high that
those in close proximity will absorb the air-
borne ethanol very quickly.

To combat the effects of dronkey farts,
the Food and Drug Administration is work-
ing towards a preventative nose plug for
personal and professional use. A represen-
tative from the FDA has stated that they are
moving forward with a tampon-like ap-
paratus, which has been proven to reduce
blood absorption of ethanol very signifi-
cantly. They hope to have the product on
shelves in time for Christmas and encour-
age everyone to buy a few for their loved
ones to stay safe in the coming year. For
those that love dronkeys, this will be a per-
fect way to continue hanging out with your
donkey children of choice.

MONEY as a
REWARD
we promise
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Unnamed competitor kills at masculinity
competition

Lord Fuckwad, too scared to retrieve his own princess, organized the event

By Duloc Citizen #3
COMRADE

Yesterday, Lord Fuckwad held
a tournament to find the strongest
man in Duloc. This show of toxic
masculinity quickly became a free-
for-all when, in an unexpected turn
of events, a green-skinned compet-
itor arrived.

Since his identity remains un-
known, we will refer to him as the
Grinch for the remainder of this
article. The Grinch started by inter-
rupting the tournament in a truly
unladylike fashion along with a
sidekick, hereafter referred to as
The Grey Stuff. His presence easily
scattered all the knights gathered
at the tournament, and the goal of
the contest promptly changed from
fighting each other to killing him.

The Grinch asked everyone to
share a beer with him, stupidly for-
getting that most viewers were un-

BLORTS SPITZ

Decemday, Thursber 2

derage. However, being cornered
into a beer barrel, he expertly ma-
neuvered the barrel to knock over
several knights with liquid pres-
sure. He subsequently secured
a weapon from one of the fallen
knights while The Grey Stuff steam-
rolled at least seven knights using
a beer barrel like a hamster wheel.

Moving into the boxing ring,
the Grinch managed to remove
both horses present with just aroar.
Two knights were smashed by the
Grinch’s enormous arms while a
third was tripped in one fell swoop.
Another knight who attempted to
spear the Grinch from behind was
headbutted with extreme violence
by The Grey Stuff. Per advice from
the audience, the Grinch used a
chair to fully decapitate another
knight.

The next two were met with a
swift kick to the face, grueling body
slam, concussion via vertical head

smack to the ground, and the ex-
perience of flight combined with a
kick to the noggin from The Grey
Stuff. It was a truly impressive show
of the male urge to destroy and kill.

The home crowd was eas-
ily wooed by this clearly supe-
rior competitor and quickly began
cheering for him. Even after all my
years in sports journalism, I have
never seen someone win over a
crowd with such ease. Every knight
who attempted to sneak up on the
Grinch was met with a surprise of
his own.

Due to the complete wipeout
of knights in Duloc, all future tour-
naments appear to be canceled.
The Shrech was unable to sched-
ule an interview with the Grinch
since we do not actually know
who he is and are also incompe-
tent journalists. The Grinch is ex-
pected to return in three days with
the princess.

e Men’s Basketball ate up the Duloc Dribblers 100000-0, and left not a single crumb — no they didn’t.
e Wikipedia Speedrun slayed the Swamp Studyers 0-1234.
e Hopscotch ended the Swamp Steppers 5000-0.

Decemday, Saturber 4

e Women’s Minecraft Speedrun got shrekt against Awman College 17:38-0.
o FlagFrisbee flopped against the Duloc Diskers 4-0.
e Spelling Bee pogged against the Duloc Dictionaries.

Decemday, Sunber 5

e Duck Duck Goose served against the Duloc Ducks 6-9.
e Rocket League obliterated the Duloc Drivers 189.54-189.53.
e Geoguesser popped off against Buston Oniversity 10-4.

Decemday, Tuesber 7

e Drag Race murdered the Swamp Stars 100-0.
e Go Fish got shafted by the Duloc Dealers 3-4.

Decemday, Wednesber 8

e Rap Battle eviscerated the Swamp Shittalkers 420-0.
¢ Fortnite killed the Swamp Shooters’ entire family 3-0.
o League of Legends ate shit against Varhard University 0-2.

= -
PRISON SKETCH ARTIST—THE SHRECH

Affectionately named the Grinch and The Grey Stuff, these two
nameless stuntsmen quickly captured the hearts of Dulocians ev-

erywhere.

Lord Fuckwad had organized
the competition to find a knight
to retrieve Princess Fiona from a
castle. Because he was clearly not

masculine enough to take on the
challenge himself, it must be asked
whether Princess Fiona will actu-
ally accept his marriage proposal.

S140dS
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MIT to open Michelin star restaurants in Lobdell Dining

La Ratatouille, Cookie’s Chimichanga Corner, and Shinkansen Bullet Train soon available on student

center's second floor

By Bibi Box

Two new retail dining vendors,
La Ratatouille and Cookie’s Chi-
michanga Corner, will open in the
Lobdell Dining Hall in the Stratton
Student Center during Indepen-
dent Activities Period. Previous
second-floor dining staples, Shink-
ansen Bullet Train and the frozen
yogurt robot, will also be returning
to the student center next month.

Both La Ratatouille and Cookie’s
Chimichanga Corner have Michelin
stars; La Ratatouille has three and
Cookie’s Chimichanga Corner has
two. The restaurants will replace the
vendors currently in Lobdell din-
ing — BibimBox, Carolicious, and
Las Palmas — which were selected
through the Commonwealth Kitch-
en Launchpad, a non-profit food
business incubator. The three ven-
dors are now leaving the student
center due to too much competi-
tion from LaVerde’s Market, which
has monopolized the student cen-
ter dining scene by being the only
restaurant open on weekends.

La Ratatouille and Cookie’s
Chimichanga Corner were select-
ed through the Not Commoners

Wealthy Kitchen Launchpad, after
MIT Dining chose to completely
disregard students’ concerns over
the high prices of the food from the
Commonwealth Kitchen Launch-
pad vendors.

Director of MIT Dining Mark
Hayes said in an interview with The
Shrech that in a survey organized
by the Undergraduate Association,
high costs were the main complaint
students cited about the three ven-
dors, but “that’s positive feedback
for us. If all the dining options in the
student center are too expensive,
students will think the costs of our
meal plans are reasonable.”

New Vassar resident Froshy
Frosh ’25, who has yet to use a
single swipe this semester, told The
Shrech, “I have never been to the
second floor of the student cen-
ter, but I do have a whole separate
GCal for all the free food events on
campus.

Hayes added that MIT Din-
ing incorporated other aspects of
student feedback in its decision,
“We noticed that many students
missed Anna’s Taqueria, which left
the student center this semester, so
we reached out to Cookie’s Chimi-

changa Corner, which will hopeful-
ly satisfy students’ burrito cravings.”

Cookie’s Chimichanga Corner,
owned and operated by ogre resis-
tance chef Cookie from Shrek For-
ever After, catapults chimichangas
at students for the low price of $690
per foot-long chimichanga.

Additionally, MIT chose to open
La Ratatouille in the student cen-
ter in order to “give the stud rats
a positive role model,” Hayes told
The Shrech. La Ratatouille will ex-
clusively serve $420 ratatouille to
encourage students to eat their
vegetables.

Students will have the option to
pool their dining dollars together in
order to afford a meal from either
eatery.

In addition to the two new ven-
dors, Shinkansen Bullet Train and
the frozen yogurt robot will be re-
turning to the student center, due to
high demand from students.

Hayes told The Shrech, “We wish
we didn’t have to include options
that are both affordable and ap-
petizing, but Shinkansen and the
froyo robot were the only replace-
ments that could tolerate the noise
from stud 5

Elon Musk tweets about his unconfirmed
seminar on his plan for colonizing Mars

Metaverse, from Page 1

Not to be outdone, this morning
Elon Musk tweeted that he would
be teaching a seminar at MIT en-

titled “My Plan for Colonizing Mars
(and Why I'm Better Than Mark
Zuckerberg, Jeff Bezos and Other
Billionaires).” The registrar’s office
was unavailable to comment, as this

was the first time they had heard
about it too. Elon Musk has since re-
turned to tweeting about whatever
crosses his mind and messing with
the stock market while he’s at it.

Twitch streamers adopt ogre language

A relatively unknown Twitch
streamer was unexpectedly raid-
ed by fans of a meme channel on
Monday. To the fans’ surprise,
the streamer was in the process
of creating a language, live on
camera. The premise of the lan-
guage was to incorporate the
word “ogre” into as many words
as possible, inspired by the al-
ready overused “It’s all ogre now”
meme.

The fans quickly caught on,
adapting words that are most
commonly used among the gam-
ing community. “Pogres is like

poggers, but ogre, and brogre is
your bro, but if he were an ogre,”
said @daddyshrek over a Zoom
call. The streamer, who has sud-
denly shot to international fame,
is struggling to come to terms
with what happened. He posted,
“I feel like I may have opened
Pandora’s box. I don’t even like
Shrek that much!”

The linguistics department of
MIT responded by praising the
publicity for what constitutes
language, shocking many around
the world. Throngs on Twitter ha-
rassed the department account,

both in support of and in anger
against the new ogre language.

Over the past few days, par-
ents of high school-aged students
had to rediscover how to com-
municate with their children,
who suddenly and immediately
began speaking in only ogre-fied
words. A chogre, for example, is a
choker necklace. Dogre replaced
the long reigning “doggo.”

As mass chaos flooded the in-
ternet, meme historians reveled
in securing the next twenty years
of their tenure research.

—Rogre Onion

MOJO JOJO—THE SHRECH
After 33 years of service to the community, MIT's very own Blossom, Bubbles, and Buttercup are
parting ways.

Terry Yaki '22, who lives in Next
House, told The Shrech, “I'm over-
joyed Shinkansen is back. I no lon-
ger have to spend three hours in the
dining line daily waiting for stir fry.”

As for the froyo robot, Brian
Freeze '23 said in an interview
with The Shrech, “The stale gra-
nola from that machine just hits
different.”

stud’s second story.

Cookie and Remy scope out their new three-star spot on the

GORDON RAMSAY—THE SHRH

Stuopid implemented a
gaslight, gatekeep, girlboss
strategy to avoid doing job

Girlboss, from Page 1

When The Shrech asked about
this discrepancy, MIT Medical
Director Cecilia Stuopid '90 sim-
ply said, “You gotta pump those
numbers up; those are rookie
numbers.”

The Shrech asked Stuopid what
she meant by this, and she further
clarified, “We implemented a gas-
light, gatekeep, girlboss strategy in
order to reduce the positivity rate
of COVID-19 on campus.”

Apparently, when students
submitted their tests, even when
they tested negative, MIT Medical
indicated on Atlas that the results
were inconclusive or that tests
were not successfully submitted,
causing students to believe that
they were not properly testing and
needed to test again. Thus, stu-
dents were literally gatekept from

entering campus buildings unless
they repeatedly submitted tests
until the number of negative tests
was “pumped up.”

“I realized that by doing this,
we could make people believe that
the positivity rate on campus was
0%, which makes my job a lot eas-
ier — thus, the girlboss part of our
strategy,” Stuopid told The Shrech.

The Shrech asked Stuopid
whether she understood that the
results reported by MIT Medi-
cal clearly did not accurately re-
flect the transmission of or level
of risk resulting from COVID-19
on campus. Stuopid declined to
comment.

The Shrech also asked whether
the fall policies of face covering,
regular testing, and daily attesta-
tion would be loosened next se-
mester, given the reported 0% pos-
itivity rate. Stuopid said, “No <3/

MIT triumvirate to part ways after
over 30 years of collusion

The MIT triumvirate — con-
sisting of once-Chancellor
Cindy Barnhart PhD ’88, sitting-
College-of-Computing-Dean
Dan Huttenlocher PhD ’88, and
soon-to-be-RPI President Marty
Schmidt PhD '88 — will soon
disband, after 33 years of service
to the Institute.

Having all received their
PhDs from MIT in 1988, Cindy,
Dan, and Marty rose among the
ranks to occupy three of the most
influential positions at the In-
stitute: Chancellor, Dean of the
Stephen A. Schwarzman College
of Computing, and Provost.

The most iconic party of
three since the Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit and the Powerpuff
girls, Cindy, Dan, and Marty re-
shaped the Institute by putting
the heart in MindHandHeart,
throwing one billion dollars at a
beep boop beep school, and just
generally making sure every-
thing was working.

Now that Cindy is on sabbati-
cal after stepping down from her
role as chancellor, Dan is on the
cusp of ascending to the throne
of the Dean of the College of

Computing, and Marty is ditch-
ing MIT to become president
of his original homeslice, Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute, the
tireless troika is moving on to
new eras in their lives.

As the last remaining vertex
of the triangle at MIT, Dan said
in an interview with The Shrech
that though he will “deeply”
miss the company of his col-
leagues, he hopes to continue
“imbuing” the spirit of the triad
within MIT, especially now that
he may exercise influence over
the more than 40% of under-
graduates who will be students
in the College of Computing.

To commemorate the trio’s
disbandment, a celebration
will be held in every room on
campus, with a single individu-
ally packaged serving of food
in each room in order to en-
courage physical distancing as
every member of the MIT com-
munity whose life was touched
by the Cindy-Dan-Marty trip-
tych celebrates and bids fare-
well to the exiting yet enduring
threesome.

—Trinity Trilogy
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